
Highlight of journey: On September 27, 2023, the Hon’ble President of India inau-
gurated the India Smart Cities Conclave 2023. The event was attended by dignitaries 
such as Sh. Mangubhai C. Patel, Hon’ble Governor of Madhya Pradesh, Sh. Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan, Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh, Sh. Hardeep S. Puri, Hon’ble 
Union Minister & several other notable guests.                                            (25 SEP, 2023)

Source: millenniumpost
(Oct 02,2023)
BY Dhirendra Kumar

Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi assessed 
the progress of the projects of Smart City Varanasi, 
during his visit to Varanasi on 17 December 2023 All the 

Varanasi was presented to the Hon’ble Prime Minister.       
                                              (11 DEC, 2023)

Sh. Hardeep S Puri inaugurating Urban Mobility event 
with Sh. Gadkari and Sh. Fadnavis in Nagpur            
        (03 Dec, 2018)

Development of Small Cities Key to 
Developed India Resolve: PM Modi

HON’BLE PM NARENDRA MODI

-

Smart Cities Mission is Template of 
Urban Development, Says Sh. Hardeep Puri

Mission on 25 June 2015.

Smart Cities the 
Real Incubators 
of the New 
Urban India, 
Says Sh.
Hardeep Puri

Business Standard (Dec 16,2023)

P
rime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Sat-
urday said hundreds 
of small cities have 

a key role in achieving the 
resolve of a developed India 
by 2047 and his government 
was upgrading basic facili-
ties in such urban centres to 
improve ease of living.

Interacting with the ben-

during the ongoing Vika-
sit Bharat Sankalp Yatra, 
the prime minister said his 
government is committed 
to saving money for urban 

-
ed from initiatives such as 
Ayushman Bharat health in-
surance and housing for all.

“Our agenda is to assist 
people in saving money,” 

Yatra, the government’s 
mega outreach exercise to 
ensure saturation coverage 
of central initiatives.

The yatra was launched in 
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, 
Chhattisgarh, Telangana and 

P
rime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Satur-
day said hundreds of 

small cities have a key role 
in achieving the resolve of 
a developed India by 2047 
and his government was 
upgrading basic facilities in 
such urban centres to im-
prove ease of living.

-
ciaries of central schemes 
during the ongoing Vika-
sit Bharat Sankalp Yatra, 
the prime minister said his 
government is committed 
to saving money for urban 

-
ed from initiatives such as 
Ayushman Bharat health In 
some of the recent devel-
opments, Smart City Ad-
visory Forum (SCAF)  has 
been established, consisting 
of members of parliament, 
members of the legislative 
assembly, the city’s may-
or, district collector, local 
youth, and technical experts 
among other stakeholders.

All 100 smart cities have 
established these SCAF to 

-
tion between the stakehold-
ers and have held more than 
756 meetings so far. 

A
s the government is 
aiming to complete 
all the projects under 

the Smart Cities Mission by 

Source: Business Standard
(May 23,2023)
BY Dhirendra Kumar

Mizoram where it could not 
be launched last month due 
to the model code of conduct 
enforced for assembly elec-
tions.

The yatra was launched 
on November 15 at Khunti 
in Jharkhand and has 
reached 2.5 crore people 
across thousands of villag-
es and 1,500 cities. ”I have 

government schemes reach 
every poor person in villag-
es and every slum cluster in 
cities, and that they get the 

-
culty. This is the reason the 
van of ‘Modi ki Guaranttee’ 
is going around,” the prime 
minister said.          
Continued on - P3

June 2024, the Ministry of 
-

HUA) is mulling to launch 
its edition to take forward 
the infrastructure develop-
ment growth story in rural 
areas as well. In an interac-
tion with Dhirendra Kumar, 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

How smart infrastructure 
contributed to safer cities in the 
year 2023:  Insights from
industry experts
The Aspiration to Build Smart Cities has been Fueled by the 
Emergence of Smart and Intelligent Technology.

L
aunched on June 25, 
2015, the Smart Cit-
ies Mission (SCM) 

marked the beginning of a 
new era in the Urban De-
velopment Sector as a step 
towards reforming the sec-
tor. The mission aims to 
promote core infrastructure 
and improve the quality of 
life by providing a clean 
and sustainable environment 

Early this year, the govern-
ment selected around 100 
cities through a two-stage 
competition for the develop-
ment of modern cities.

The aspiration to build 
smart cities has been fueled 
by the emergence of smart 
and intelligent technology. 
This has led to the imple-
mentation of an intelligent 
transport management sys-
tem that not only ensures 

places a strong emphasis on 
safety and improved relia-
bility.
Presently, Indore in Madhya 
Pradesh holds the title of 
“Best Smart City” in the 
country followed by Surat 

Source:- ET Now
(22 Dec,2023)
By:- Anish Mondal

in Gujarat and Agra in Uttar 
Pradesh.

Let us hear from industry 
leaders who are already do-
ing their best to make India a 
smart and Secure city:-

Commenting on the inte-
gration of AI-driven smart 
infrastructure, Kapil Barde-
ja, Co-Founder and CEO 
of Vehant Technologies, 
told ETNownews.com, 
“AI-driven smart infrastruc-
ture is transforming the safe-
ty of urban cities. With ad-
vanced technologies, cities 
are fortifying their security 
measures. AI-powered sys-
tems enable the analysis of 
real-time data continuous-
ly received from sensors, 
cameras, and other devices. 
The integration of AI into 
a city’s infrastructure em-
powers predictive threat de-

responses, and optimized 

Libraries Seeing Revival Under 
Smart Cities Mission
More than 80 digital libraries have been developed as part of the Smart City 
Mission, including the Mod ern Doon Library in Dehradun and the Nalanda 
Parisar Oxy Reading Zone Library in Raipur. 

F
or decades, libraries in 
India, which are crucial 
to the cultural, intellec-

tual and academic vitality of 

neglect, mainly due to inad-
equate funds, leading to the 
deterioration of infrastruc-
ture and depleted collec-
tions. Now, a transformative 
shift is underway in many 
cities, from bustling me-
tropolises like Ahmedabad 
to smaller ones like Dehra-
dun, Belagavi, Prayagraj, 
and Raipur, which are either 
building new libraries or 
revitalising and digitalising 
the existing ones.

In fact, more than 80 dig-
ital libraries have been de-

veloped as part of the Smart 
City Mission alone.

Dehradun’s Modern 
Doon Library, the splendid 
four-storey building, which 
opened earlier this year, has 
a capacity for seating 500 

various amenities, includ-
ing a cafeteria, community 
hall, multi-purpose hall, a 
computer lab, open- theatre, 
and smart toilets. It boasts 
of 35,000 books and over 
5,000 members. “Dehradun 
has several prestigious edu-
cational institutions, and we 
wanted the library -- which 

academic resources -- to 
become a centre of schol-
arly pursuits, community 
engagement, cultural activi-
ties, and an extension of the 
city’s academic infrastruc-

ture,“ said Sonika, (she uses 
one name) CEO, Dehradun 
Smart City, which has built 
the library.

Similarly, Raipur has 
built the Nalanda Parisar 
Oxy Reading Zone Library 

crores. Its 6-acre campus has 
a three-storey library build-
ing with over a lakh books, 
cafeterias, a book stall, a 
stationery outlet, a medical 
store, a sports goods shop, a 
restaurant, a bank, an ATM, 

complete with a gazebo, per-
golas, and a canopy housing 
18 interactive zones, and 
round-the-clock indoor and 
outdoor reading spaces with 
a capacity of about 1,000 
people. 
Continued on - P2

Source: Hindustan Times
(17 Nov, 2023)
By:- Manoj Sharma  

Mission Progress

President of India Graces India 
Smart Cities Conclave 2023

Union Minister Hardeep 
Puri talks about the jour-
ney of Smart Cities Mission 
that has become the fastest 
implementing project and a 
template of urban develop-
ment in India. Excerpts:-

Could you please give an 
overview of the Smart Cit-
ies Mission and its objec-
tives?

The Smart Cities Mission 
(SCM), which was launched 
on June 25, 2015, is aimed 
at fundamentally transform-
ing urban living in India. Its 
primary goals are to provide 
essential infrastructure, en-
sure a clean and sustainable 
environment, and enhance 
the overall quality of life for 
our citizens through the ap-
plication of innovative smart 
solutions.                 
Continued on - P2

Development of Small Cities Key to Developed India Resolve: 
PM Modi

“The contribution of Smart Cities Mission in implementing best 
practices and developing viable business models is very important,”

HON’BLE PRESIDENT  DROUPADI MURMU

Building Safe and Smart Cities

Source:- The Financial Express
(16 Dec,2023)
By:- Sudhindra Holla

I
ndia is determinedly rid-
ing the wave of urbani-
zation with its ambitious 

and revolutionary Smart 
Cities mission. Launched 
in 2015, the mission under-
takes the renewal and ret-

into hubs of growth and 
prosperity. The aim was to 
raise living standards in 109 
of India’s fastest-growing 
metropolitan areas whose 
population is projected to 
increase to 590 million by 
2030 and is developing at 

-
-

ling infrastructure manage-
ment and service delivery 
challenges, the urban areas 
are expected to accommo-
date 40% of India’s popula-
tion and contribute 75% to 
the GDP by 2030.

The country is on the 
precipice of becoming a 
digital economy of stagger-
ing might.  Through cut-
ting-edge technologies such 

-
cial Intelligence, Machine 
Learning, 5G, and Internet 
of Things, together with an 
extensive network of cities, 
future generations will ex-
perience living in a smart, 
sustainable, and secure 
world. Innovations in smart 
city projects have improved 
people’s standard of liv-
ing by addressing real-time 
challenges they face. Waste-
water management, dynam-
ic transportation solutions, 
enhanced and intelligent 
safety measures are some of 
the critical challenges being 
solved.

Technology-led inter-
ventions to ensure citi-
zen safety

Smart City initiatives 
have radically transformed 

Reportedly, innovations in  smart city projects have improved people’s 
standard of living

the Indian landscape. From 
wastewater management 
to dynamic transportation 
solutions, intelligent safety 
measures are becoming the 
norm rather than the ex-
ception. Keeping up with 
the latest technological ad-
vancements is crucial to 
equipping our citizens, au-
thorities, law enforcement, 
and emergency services 
with the necessary tools. 
Traditional surveillance 
systems lack real-time data 
processing capabilities and 
require human intervention, 
leading to delayed responses 

By investing in open and 
scalable solutions to create a 
smart city ecosystem, stake-
holders across the city can 

to improve public safety. 
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India Undertaking Largest 
Planned Urbanisation Programme 
In World: Minister Puri

of Achieving India’s Commitments to Combating the Challenges Posed by 
Climate Change

Source: The Economic Times
(Nov 17,2023)

Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi inaugurates Mahakal Lok corridor at 
Ujjain Smart City.                                                   (10 OCT, 2019)

Sh. Hardeep Sh. Puri, Union Minister, MoHUA along with Sh. Amitabh Kant, G20 
Sherpa, and others at he U20 Mayoral Summit in  Ahmedabad. On 8 July 2023, the 
U20 Mayoral Summit 2023 witnessed gathering of mayors and delegates from across 
the globe. It’s a testament to share commitment to tackle global challenges and create 
a brighter future together.                                                                                                (03 JUL, 2023)

Revamp work in progress at the 160 year old Prayagraj Govt. public library

Smart Cities Mission is Template of Urban 
Development, Says Sh. Hardeep S Puri

Continued from -P1
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N
ew Delhi: India is 
undertaking the 
largest planned ur-

banisation programme in 
the world, Union minister 
Hardeep Singh Puri said on 
Thursday. 

The total investments for 
urban development since 
2014 have risen 10 folds to 
more than Rs18 lakh crore 
in comparison to the pre-
vious 10-year period, the 
Union housing and urban 

launch of CITIIS 2.0 -- the 
City  Investments To Inno-
vate, Integrate and Sustain 
challenge.

According to the minis-
try, the challenge is a sig-

of achieving India’s com-
mitments to combating the 
challenges posed by climate 
change.

The minister also high-
lighted the central govern-

“The city’s educational and 
coaching institutes attract 
thousands of students from 
across the state, but its ex-
isting libraries had monoto-
nous environments, limited 
book availability, and lacked 
proper facilities. Nalanda 
Parisar has been set up to 
provide world-class library 
facilities to them. In fact, we 
are building another library, 
essentially a massive read-
ing facility, to accommodate 
another 600 students,” says 
Mayank Chaturvedi, CEO 
of Raipur Smart City, which 
has built the library.

“In a short time, the li-
brary has become hugely 
popular. We currently have 
2,450 members, mostly 
those preparing for compet-
itive exams, and there is a 
6-month waiting period for 
aspiring members. We reg-
ularly organise seminars and 
workshops to help students,” 
says Manjula Jain, head li-
brarian at Nalanda Parisar 
Oxy Reading Zone Library.

About 600 km away 
from Nalanda Parisar in 
Prayagraj, the 160-year-
old Allahabad Government 
Public Library is undergo-

The library is situated in the 
sprawling Chandra Shek-
har Azad Park. The granite 

and sandstone building, de-
signed by Richard Roskell 
Bayne, is a remarkable ex-
ample of Scottish Baronial 
Revival architecture.

Chandra Mohan Garg, 
CEO of Prayagraj Smart 
City, outlines the three com-
ponents of the library’s revi-
talisation project under the 
Smart City Mission: “We are 
undertaking the restoration 
of the building, for which we 
have engaged conservation 
architects; and preservation 
of manuscripts dating back 
over 400 years, and digitisa-
tion of all library services,” 
he said.

Evolution of public 
libraries

Established in 1864, the 
Allahabad Government 
Public Library is one of the 
oldest and grandest librar-
ies in India. The origins of 
public libraries in India can 
be traced back to the year 
1808 when the Bombay 
Presidency proposed a plan 
to register libraries, which 
were to get books published 
from the “Funds for the En-
couragement of Literature.” 
In the mid-19th century, the 
three Presidency towns—
Bombay, Madras, and Cal-
cutta—established public 

ment’s increased focus on 
the growth and development 
of urban areas in the country.

towards achieving a circular 
economy in the country’s 
urban areas, Puri said that 
under the Swachh Bharat 
Mission (SBM), the gov-
ernment has set up 112 bi-
omethanation plants, 2,391 
waste-to-compost plants, 
55 waste-to-energy plants, 
2,281 material recovery fa-
cilities, 972 construction and  
demolition waste manage-
ment plants, and 335 solid 
and liquid resource manage-
ment plants.

The Atal Mission for Re-
juvenation and Urban Trans-
formation (AMRUT) and 
its second phase have made 
transformational progress 
in making cities water-se-
cure,  he said, adding that 
SBM-Urban 2.0 will make 
cities garbage-free and re-
mediate all legacy waste in 
the country.

The country is now un-

dertaking the world’s largest 
planned urbanisation pro-
gramme, he said and men-
tioned the 10-fold increase 
in the investment for urban 
development since 2014.

The BJP-led Nation-
al Democratic Alliance 
(NDA) has been in power 
since 2014, while the Con-
gress-led United Progressive 
Alliance (UPA) ruled the 
country between 2004 and 
2014.

In its statement, the min-
istry said that at the UN 
Climate Change Confer-
ence in Glasgow (COP26) 
in November 2021, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 

climate pledges - “pancham-
rit” including achieving the 
target of net zero emissions 
by 2070.

CITIIS 2.0 envisages to 
supplement such climate in-
itiatives through its unique 
model of action at all levels 
of government.

The SCM embodies 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s vision for a ‘New 
Urban India’ and it is a key 
component of India’s objec-
tive of becoming a devel-
oped country by 2047.

The SCM has sparked 
innovation in India’s ur-
ban ecosystems while also 
building core infrastructure 
and strengthening services 
in India’s 100 biggest cities. 
It has fostered deep part-
nerships with government, 
global organisations, partner 
cities, academia and indus-
try.

    It’s been claimed 
that the SCM is the fast-
est implementing pro-
ject of the government. 
How do you corroborate 
this claim?

Yes, it is and I’m thank-
ful to our Prime Minister 
for trusting upon me for 
this utmost responsibility in 
2017. The project was start-
ed in June 2015 and I took 
over as Urban Development 
Minister in September 2017.      
Since then the total 7,934 
projects sanctioned at a cost 
of Rs 1.71 lakh crore and 
6,069 projects worth Rs 1.10 
lakh crore completed, while 
another 1,865 projects worth 

Rs 60,250 crore on target for 
completion by June 2024. 

I have not seen any oth-
er government programme 
executed at the pace that the 
Smart Cities Mission has 
been implemented. Despite 
the pandemic, the expend-
iture under the mission has 
meteorically risen from Rs 
1,000 crore in 2018 to Rs 
1,10,000 crore today. This 
is a matter of extreme pride, 
and I am grateful to the co-
hort of the Smart cities for 
making this possible.

I take a pride in announc-
ing the fact that close to Rs 
25,000 crore worth of PPP 
projects delivered, more 
than 2,700 kms of smart 
roads constructed, close 
to 7,000 smart classrooms 
built, more than 7,500 new 
buses (2,000 electric buses) 
deployed, more than 50 lakh 
LED/solar lights installed, 
over 100 MW of solar power 
generated through mission’s 
projects, over 300 smart 
health centres constructed, 
1,884 emergency call box-
es, and 3,000 public address 

-
ment systems installed to 
improve public safety.

Moreover, 47 cities have 
developed 180 waterfront 
projects, above 200 mar-

kets have been redeveloped 
across 68 cities and 1,300 
public spaces created, in-
cluding restoring many her-
itage monuments.

As it’s been claimed 
that all projects under 
the Smart City Mission 
are likely to be complet-
ed by June 2024, if so, 
then does it mean that 
there would be a second 
edition of Smart City 
Mission?

It’s not just about mentor-
ing; we are constantly doing 
hand holding with them. The 
project is not of the Central 
government alone. The state 
governments have a major 
role to play in development 
of smart cities in their re-
spective states under the 
Special Purpose Vehicles.
 We are constantly review-

ing the project implementa-
tion in all the cities under the 
SCM. We measure the lag-
ging behind cities on the ba-
sis of completion of projects. 
However, in some cases, the 
projects are completed but 

under the SCM would prove 
to be a template of urban 
growth story.

Libraries Seeing Revival Under Smart Cities Mission
Continued from -P1

them was the founding of 
the public library in Calcut-
ta in 1835.

The period between 1900 
and 1937, often hailed as 
the golden age of the Indian 

-
cant developments. In 1902, 
the Imperial Library Act 
was passed, and in 
1906, Lord Cur-
zon converted 
the Calcut-
ta Public 
L i b r a r y 
into the 
Imperial 
Library. 
Post - in-
d e p e n d -
ence, it 
was re-
named the 
National Li-
brary. During this 
period, subscription librar-
ies also emerged in several 
Indian cities, catering pri-

section of society.

In 1910, Maharaja Sayaji 
Rao Gaekwad III of Baroda, 
inspired by the educational 
role of public libraries in 
the United States, invited 
American expert William 
Alson Borden to create a 
public library system in his 

I
ndia and Sweden have 
recently expressed their 
shared ambition to pi-

oneer a smarter and more 
sustainable pathway for de-
velopment, a commitment 
that couldn’t be more timely. 
As the world grapples with 
the simultaneous crises of 
climate change, econom-
ic inequality, and a global 
pandemic, this collaboration 
between a rapidly develop-
ing country and a leading 

of hope. What makes this 
partnership truly commend-
able is not just the inten-
tion, but the complementary 
strengths that both countries 
bring to the table. Sweden, 
known for its sustainable cit-
ies, clean technologies, and 
commitment to a circular 

of knowledge and resources 
to India, a country poised at 
the precipice of rapid urbani-
zation and economic growth. 
On the other hand, India, 
with its burgeoning talent 
pool, massive market, and 
experience in frugal inno-
vation, can provide valuable 
lessons to Sweden on man-
aging growth sustainably 
in resource-constraint set-
tings. It’s important to note 
that this partnership is not a 
mere exchange of ideas and 
technologies. It promises to 
be a robust learning expe-
rience for both countries in 
understanding and tackling 
the challenges of sustaina-
ble development from their 
unique perspectives. It is 
about forging new pathways, 
innovating processes, and 
creating models that other 
countries can learn from and 
adapt to their contexts.

One of the key areas of 
collaboration could be in the 
development of smart cities. 
Sweden is a global leader in 
this domain, with cities like 
Stockholm and Gothenburg 
serving as models for sus-
tainable urban development. 

Meanwhile, India’s ambi-
tious Smart Cities Mission, 
aimed at promoting sustain-
able and inclusive cities, 

from Sweden’s expertise in 
areas like waste manage-
ment, renewable energy, 
and urban planning. Anoth-
er area of potential synergy 
is the transition to a circular 
economy. With Sweden’s 

-
gy technologies, and India’s 
growing emphasis on waste 
management and recycling, 
a collaboration in this do-
main could result in break-
through solutions that can 
be scaled globally. Despite 
the promising prospects, 
this partnership will face its 
share of challenges. For one, 
the scale and complexity of 
India’s development needs 

those of Sweden. Therefore, 
the solutions will have to be 
customized and localized, 
keeping in mind the social, 
economic, and cultural con-
texts of the regions in ques-
tion.

Further, the success of 
this partnership will hinge 
on the political will and com-
mitment from both coun-

coordination, alignment of 
policies, and mobilization 
of resources, among other 
things. The India-Sweden 
partnership is a testament 
to the fact that in the face of 
global challenges, interna-
tional cooperation is not just 
desirable, but necessary. It 
is an opportunity to demon-
strate that development and 
sustainability can go hand 
in hand, and that by learning 
from each other and work-
ing together, we can build 
a smarter, more sustainable 
future for all. The world will 
be watching closely, and 
hopefully, learning from this 

-
ration.

A Partnership 
for Smarter, 
Sustainable 
Development
Source:- Journey Line, (10 Dec, 2023)

Honorable Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi inau-
gurated the 900m-long Ma-
hakal Lok corridor in Ujjain 

Smart City, built at the 
Mahakaleshwar temple on 
Tuesday. The Mahakalesh-
war Temple Corridor Devel-

opment Project has provided 
advanced public amenities 
for visitors visiting the tem-
ple complex

A Technology Showcase was oganised in Pune Smart city on 30 August 2019

 Hon’ ble Prime Minister inaugurated the ICCC at Prayagraj Smart City      (10 Dec, 2018)

The total investments for urban development since 2014 have risen 10 folds 

state. This led to a network 
of public libraries across the 
entire Princely State of Bar-
oda.

Between 1937 and 1942, 
approximately 13,000 vil-
lage libraries and travelling 
libraries emerged in Assam, 
Bihar, Punjab, and Travan-
core.

“The Madras Public Li-
braries Act was passed in 

independent India. In 1951, 
with collaboration between 
Unesco and the Indian gov-
ernment, the Delhi Public 
Library was established 
to serve as a model public 
library in Asia,” says PB 
Mangla, former professor 
and head, department of li-
brary sciences at Delhi Uni-
versity. He further notes that 
in 1972, the Union govern-
ment established the Raja 
Rammohun Roy Library 
Foundation (RRRLF) to 
promote and support the de-
velopment of public librar-
ies in the country.

“Libraries is a state sub-
ject, and today about 19 
states have public libraries 

law, but most librar-

from a lack 
of funding, 

which is 
very unfor-
t u n a t e , ” 
s a y s 
M a n g l a . 
“ L i b r a r -
ies are 

known to 
be universi-

ties of citizens 
due to their role 

in imparting infor-
mal education. I hope the 
new libraries will remain 
well-managed and funded.”

Libraries and urban 
development

Experts say a public li-
brary plays an important 
role in creating an infor-
mational city by advancing 
knowledge, encouraging 
the exchange of ideas, and 
building community. The 
informational city refers to 
an urban environment char-
acterized by the widespread 
use and integration of infor-
mation and communication 
technologies, shaping vari-
ous aspects of life, work, and 
governance. In the past few 
years, planners have empha-
sised on establishing smart 

libraries as anchor cultural 
institutions in cities. In fact, 

in urban revitalisation plans 
in many cities in the West. 
Seattle Public Library and 
Salt Lake City Public Li-
brary in the US for example, 
have been rebuilt as commu-
nity spaces and anchor cul-
tural institutions--- facilities 
within a community or city 
that play a central role in 
preserving, promoting, and 
disseminating cultural herit-
age, arts, and education.

Pooja Sagar , a senior 
consultant with Indian Insti-
tute for Human Settlements 
(IIHS), says sustainable ur-
ban spaces are built over 
time by a growing commu-
nity of intelligent and em-
pathetic citizens who have 
access to knowledge and 

future. “ Libraries continue 

of making knowledge ac-

needs of communities, and 
create a nation of informed 
and active citizens. But in 
the current context, they 
have also shifted gears to 
become a catalyst for social 
interaction in the public do-
main that actively shapes the 
urban public.” Sagar said.

Talking of the role of 
libraries in community fo-
cused urban development, 
she says outreach has be-
come central to the function 
of many libraries in cities. 
“With this recent shift, they 
do a better job of recognis-
ing the socio-cultural and 
economic diversities in the 

tiers of society rather than 
operate within the imagi-
nation of a homogenised 
public,” she says , adding 
that the second important 
role the library plays in a 
society is that of fostering 
an attitude of lending and 
borrowing. “One doesn’t 
always have to buy a new 
book, they can be borrowed, 
read, and carefully returned. 
This is an attitude that is 
slowly disappearing when 
buying seems simpler, but it 
is an attitude that speaks to 
the core of sustainability,” 
Sagar says.

To read more,
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national

 Mission launches #SabkaBharatNikharata – a citizen-centric social media campaign   
                                                                                                         (01 Jun, 2022)  

Govt Improves Monitoring 
and Coordination of 100 
Smart Cities- Here’s how

Pune public bike sharing programme                                   (14 May, 2018)

Mission Triggers Biking Revolution in India
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Source:- Financial Express, (16 Mar,2023)
By:- Infra

Development of Small Cities Key to 
Developed India  Resolve: PM Modi

Continued from -P1

He said cities have a huge 
role to play in achieving the 
resolve of a developed India 
by 2047, when the nation 
will celebrate the centenary 
of Independence.

“Whatever development 
took place for a long time af-
ter Independence, its scope 
was limited to some big 
cities of the country. But to-
day we are focusing on the 
development of Tier-2 and 
Tier-3 cities,” he said.

“Hundreds of small cities 
of the country are going to 

of developed India,” Modi 
said, adding that initiatives 
such as AMRUT Mission 
and Smart City Mission 
were upgrading basic facili-
ties in the small cities.

“These upgrades are di-
rectly impacting ease of liv-
ing, ease of travel and ease 
of doing business. Poor, 
neo-middle class, middle 
class or rich people, all are 

enhanced facilities,” he said.

The prime minister also in-
-

ies of various government 
schemes in Mumbai, Luc-
know, Rohru near Shimla, 

Kozhikode and Guwahati.

The prime minister urged 
the people to enrol in the gov-
ernment’s pension schemes 
and secure themselves and 
assured support at the out-
reach vans criss-crossing the 
country as part of the Yatra.

“Modi’s guarantee begins 
when expectations from oth-
ers cease,” the prime minis-
ter said. He said more than 
50 lakh people have availed 
the bank’s assistance under 
the PM SVANidhi Yojna, 
with 1.25 lakh people ap-
plying for the scheme during 
the yatra.

Modi said six crore peo-
ple have subscribed to 
the Atal Pension Scheme 
that ensures Rs 5,000 
monthly pension after 
the age of 60.
The prime minister said 
claims worth Rs 17,000 
crore have been settled un-
der the PM Suraksha Bima 
Yojana and Jeevan Jyoti 
Yojana and urged those 
eligible to get registered 
with these schemes and 
strengthen their security 
shield.

“The government is com-

mitted to saving money for 
urban families, be it exemp-
tion in income tax or low-
cost treatment,” he said, add-
ing the inclusion of crores of 
urban poor in the Ayushman 
Bharat initiative has helped 
them save Rs 1 lakh crore 
on medical expenses.

The prime minister said 
medicines were made availa-
ble at an 80 per cent discount 
at Jan Aushadhi Kendras 
thereby helping the poor and 
middle class living in cities 
save more than Rs 25,000 
crores.

Thousands of Viksit 
-

ciaries from across the coun-
try joined the event through 
video conferencing. The 
programme was also joined 
by a large number of Union 
Ministers, MPs, MLAs and 
local representatives.

Viksit Bharat Sankalp 
Yatra is being undertak-
en across the country with 
the aim to attain saturation 

schemes through ensuring 

schemes reach all the target-

bound manner.

T
he government has 
operationalised Inte-
grated Command and 

Control Centers (ICCCs) in 
100 smart cities for better 
monitoring and coordination 
purposes among the same.  
These Centers will act as 
the nerve center and brain 
of the enabling cities. These 
smart cities will also have 
a decision support system 
for enhancing the quality of 
life for its citizens. The in-
formation was provided by 
the Union Minister for Road 
Transport and Highways, 
Nitin Gadkari, in a written 
reply in the Rajya Sabha, on 
Wednesday.

“These ICCCs are play-
ing an important role in en-
suring better monitoring and 

management, solid waste 
management, and water 
distribution management,” 
said the minister and added 
that smart cities have also 

related smart infrastructure 
for better management of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

ICCCs have also helped 
cities achieve more with 
less using centralized mon-
itoring, real-time data, and 
informed decision-making, 
said the government. This 

is driving cities towards in-
novation, inclusion, and ef-

management and transporta-
tion issues such as Integrated 

(ITMS), Red Light Violation 
Detection (RLVD), Adap-

(ATCS), Automatic Number 
Plate, Recognition System 
(AnPR), and more. Some 
cities which have adopted 

include Kanpur, Ludhiana, 
Ahmedabad, Surat, Chan-
digarh, Nashik, Saharanpur, 
Visakhapatnam, Ujjain, and 
more.

To encourage local tal-
ents, on 15th April 2021, 
the Ministry of Housing and 

Transport 4 All challenge 
(T4All). The challenge aims 
to bring together citizen 
groups, cities, and startups. 
The aim is to develop solu-
tions that improve public 
transport to better serve the 
needs of the people. How-
ever, in the Smart Cities 

violations/challans and the 
no. of e-challans generated, 
etc. is centrally maintained 
by the Geospatial Informa-
tion Management System 
(GMIS).

ICCCs have also helped cities achieve more with less us-
ing centralized monitoring, real-time data, and informed 
decision-making, said the government.

Tbike sharing market 
have opened. A variety 

of companies, from Indian 
unicorns to the international 
heavyweights, are all prepar-
ing to enter the Indian mar-
ket. Successful public bike 
sharing (PBS) programmes 
in a number of Smart Cities 

have inspired other cities to 
adopt the programme. In the 
coming few months we

will see more bicycles all 
across India’s major urban 
centres and educational cam-
puses. The bicycle sharing 
revolution is here. The Smart 
Cities are playing their part. 
At the moment 35 smart cit-

ies currently have PBS as 
part of their proposed pro-
jects, out of which 13 have 
issued work orders and 10 
tenders have been called. 

Pune, Bhopal, Coim-
batore, Agra and Jaipur have 
already launched their PBS 
programmes.

Sh. Hardeep S Puri at the National Orientation Workshop for Liveability indices in 
New Delhi       

The Liveability Index is a 
landmark initiative by Mo-
HUA to evaluate liveability 
of 116 Indian cities on 79 in-

dicators in 15 categories.

The ministry organised a 
daylong orientation work-
shop on 13 February at Vig-

yan Bhawan New Delhi. You 
can access the presentations 
made in the workshop on 
SmartNet.        (13 FEB, 2018)      

In India, the City Square Makes 
a Comeback

C
ity squares are more 
than just bustling 
public spaces — they 

mirror a city’s history, poli-
tics, and culture; they blend 
echoes of the past with the 
energy of contemporary ur-
ban life. From the ancient 
Greek Agora and the grand 
Roman Forum, to the bus-
tling squares of Europe-
an cities such as Trafalgar 
Square in London and Dam 
Square in Amsterdam, to the 
lively chowks of India, these 
spaces have been the thriv-
ing cores of their cities.

Over the decades, most 
city squares in India lost 
their essence as vibrant hubs 
of urban life, devolving into 

however, there is a renewed 
focus on reclaiming these 
public spaces as the beating 
hearts of their respective cit-
ies — some, such as Mum-
bai, Gwalior, and Srinagar, 

their historic city squares to 
their past glory, while oth-
ers, such as Ahmedabad and 
Gurugram, have announced 
plans to create new city 
squares to reshape the city-
scape.

“City squares in India 
have a distinctive charac-
ter and are deeply linked to 
the city’s historical roots. 
They are the heart of the 
city, the nucleus from which 
the city originated or grew. 
In princely kingdoms, these 

-
es, while in religious towns, 
they typically surrounded 
temples,” said Vikas Dila-
wari, a conservation archi-
tect.

“A city is a tangible ex-
pression of a civilization 
or society coming together, 
and a city square serves as 
a physical representation of 

Digital Innovation: An 

Address Urban Challenges

C
ities all across the 
world are evolving to 
become more inter-

connected and interactive. 
The interconnection of new 
technologies is being used 
to make infrastructure and 
amenities more accessible 
and inclusive. Harnessing 
the advantages of digitali-
zation in cities is essential 
to deliver economic, social 
and environmental develop-
ment throughout the world 
that is becoming more and 
more urbanized. The digital 
drive would ensure the cities 
becoming centres for data 
generation that assists in the 
planning and its develop-
ment.

The automated service de-
livery gaining acceptability 
and greater reach would 
help in evolution of new 
ways of engagement for 
citizens. Additionally, cit-
ies would become centres 
for testing and implementa-
tion of innovative technical 
solutions. At several places 
governments are pushing to-
wards smart cities, by propa-
gating the use of technology 
and data to combat climate 
change and bring ease in the 
administrative processes by 
eliminating delays and mak-
ing the process more partic-
ipatory.

Digital innovation can help 
bring sustainable and resil-
ient aspects to cities. Smart 
meter adoption and dynam-
ic electric pricing, for in-
stance, have the potential to 
drastically change how in-
dividuals use energy. Elec-
tric powered vehicles could 

and air pollution. Digital 
innovation, which enables 
more precise management 
and consumption of manu-
facturing processes, can also 
strengthen the circular econ-
omy, a concept that attempts 
to increase economic and 

He Automated Service Delivery Gaining  Acceptability 
and Greater Reach Would help in Evolution of New Ways 
of Engagement for Citizens.

Source:- The Financial Express
(07 Aug, 2023)

Over the decades, most city squares in India lost their essence as vibrant hubs 

Source:-Hindustan Times
(16 Mar,2023)
BY:- Manoj Sharma

the nucleus or core of that 
society. From a social, cul-
tural, and historical perspec-
tive, a city square embodies 
the soul of a city,” said urban 
planner and architect Dikshu 

Kukreja Architects, is a part 
of the consortium that drew 
the master plan for the rede-
velopment of Ayodhya.

History of city squares 
in India

During the colonial peri-
-

ropean urban planning prin-

changes. The British estab-
lished or redesigned several 
cities and towns with central 
squares or maidans, which 
served as important admin-
istrative, commercial, and 
social hubs.

Connaught Place in 
Delhi, Horniman Circle in 
Mumbai, and Dalhousie 
Square in Kolkata are excel-
lent examples of city squares 
developed during the coloni-
al period.

“In colonial cities, 
squares emerged after the 
removal of fort walls. One 
example is the Flora Foun-
tain square in Mumbai, now 
known as Hutatma Chowk. 

layout of these squares vary, 
depending on the size and 
history of the city. In tier 2 
or tier 3 cities, there may be 
a clock tower at the centre 

squares feature ornamental 
fountains that have become 
iconic symbols of the city,” 
Dilawari said.

Last September, the Bri-
hanmumbai Municipal Cor-
poration (BMC) announced 
plans to revitalise the his-
toric Fort area, including 
Horniman Circle. Original-
ly called Elphinstone Circle 
and designed by James Scott 
in 1869, the circle has long 
been regarded as the city’s 
most dynamic urban de-

Modi said, adding that initiatives such as AMRUT Mission and Smart 
City Mission were upgrading basic facilities in the small cities.

cyclones and other natu-
ral disasters could enhance 
preparedness, response, and 
recovery. For instance, the 
availability of big data on 
energy, water, waste and 
transportation and real-time 

transform urban services, by 
boosting its productivity and 
integration. Digital technol-

to monitor various facili-
ties and features of city life 
while also connecting every 
resident to decision-mak-
ing and administration. 
The digitalization wave has 
bolstered transparency and 

through open and accessi-
ble data which in return can 
help the citizens make better 
decisions and express their 
views through various por-
tals and online platforms.

Technology adoption par-
ticularly in emerging econo-
my like India will be a key 
to provide better services 
and enhance the lives of 
citizens. Several cities in In-
dia, for instance, in Andhra 
Pradesh are already leverag-
ing innovative technologies 
to improve civic services 
such as clean water, sanita-
tion, solid waste manage-
ment, etc.  There has been 
a proliferation of digitaliza-
tion of urban and health ser-
vices under the Smart Cities 
Mission.  The pandemic 
has already brought to light 
the importance of technol-
ogy adoption with ICCCs 
(Integrated Command and 
Control Centres) serving as 
“COVID –19 war rooms” 
to monitor and coordinate 

-
ious cities across India. 
It brought together cities, 
NGOs, and other local busi-
nesses on a single platform 
through websites and mobile 
applications to ease out the 
administration process.

sign statement. Restoration 
work has commenced at the 
Horniman Circle Gardens 
and involves repairing the 
garden fence, renovating the 
walkway, restoring the wa-
ter fountain, and installing 
heritage-style electric poles.

Similarly, the Flora Foun-
tain at Hutatma Chowk was 
restored in 2019. The foun-
tain, said Dilawari, was 
prominently positioned 
as an ornamental feature, 
standing at the intersection 
of two major roads at the 
square. It was surrounded by 
a large, lush green circular 
lawn, and enclosed by deco-
rative cast iron fencing.

However, with the ex-
pansion of the city centre 
and increased commercial 
activity, the area around the 
fountain became congested, 

to appreciate this monument 
and its plaza. Unfortunate-
ly, this congestion also led 
to vandalism, littering, and 
encroachment on the foun-
tain’s surroundings.

“The primary objective of 
restoring the fountain was to 
revive its lost grandeur. The 
major concerns were the 
soiled facades, defaced and 
painted statues, restoration 
of missing limbs, and the 
defunct plumbing system of 
the fountain,” said Dilawari, 
who oversaw the fountain’s 
restoration.

Restoring city squares 
to their past glory
The chowk or city square in 
Indian cities, said Kukreja, 
was intended to be the vi-
brant hub that brought 
together citizens from dif-
ferent economic and social 
backgrounds, much like the 
squares found in European 
or American cities.

IITs, IIMs among others to 
submit 50 papers on impact 
of Smart Cities Mission
More than 20 institutions have been brought on board to carry our 
research across 100 Smart Cities answering several questions of
urban development

A
s the June 30 dead-
line for the Smart 
Cities Mission 

approaches, the question of 
whether the projects have 
worked will soon be an-
swered through 50 research 
papers being produced by 
the students and faculty of 
premier institutes, including 
IITs and IIMs.

-
tiative for a national urban 
mission, independent as-
sessments will look into a 
wide range of topics — from 
the beginning of the Mis-
sion, when special purpose 
vehicles were set up by cit-
ies to execute projects, to the 

of completed projects can be 
seen.

According to Union Min-
istry of Housing and Urban 

has started this month and 
is likely to conclude with 50 
research papers by March-
end. So far, 23 institutes 
have been brought on board, 
they said.

Housing and Urban Af-
fairs Minister Hardeep 
Singh Puri Friday said the 
Mission will “hopefully” 
achieve its targets in 2024.

Among the topics be-
ing studied are whether 
the concept of area-based 

-
ted the Mission (to be done 
by IIT-Roorkee), impact 
of waste-to-energy plants 
(IIT-Bombay), and what 
role the Mission has had in 
enhancing the overall qual-
ity of public spaces (School 
of Planning and Architec-
ture in Delhi). IIM-Kashi-
pur will study the role of 

management consultants for 
Mission.

Miranda House, the only 
Delhi University college 
that is part of the initiative, 
will research on whether 
Smart Cities projects like 
parks are inclusive for peo-
ple with disabilities, senior 
citizens, and children; and 
IIM-Bangalore on the im-
pact of the projects on re-
al-time tracking of criminal 
activities, especially against 
women. The institutes will 
be provided with Rs 6 lakh 
stipend for each research pa-

Smart Cities Mission Di-
rector Kunal Kumar said, 
“The latest initiative is part 
of the larger outreach by 
the Smart Cities Mission, 
to academia. There was the 
Smart cities and Academ-
ia with regards to Action 
and Research initiative in 
2022… Now, we have tied 
up with 23 institutes to con-
duct independent outcome 
studies,” said Kumar.

Source:- Indian Express
(13 Jan, 2024)
By:- Damini Nath

23 institutes have been brought on board achieve its targets in 2024
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Source:- The Times of India(16 Dec,2023)
By:- Supriya Paul

Source:- dailyhunt (2 Apr,2023)

Ahmedabad Smart City                              (31 DEC, 2018)

Belagavi Smart City team was awared the ‘United 
Nations- Smart Solutions and Inclusive Cities Awards 
2022’ by Sh. Hardeep Singh Puri, Hon’ble Minister, 
MoHUA, Govt of India. Sh. Kunal Kumar, Joint Secre-
tary and Mission Director of Smart Cities Mission, Sh. 
Shombi Sharp, he UN Resident Coordinator in India, 
and Sh. Hitesh Vaidya, Director of NIUA were present 
at the award ceremony.                                 (29 AUG 2022)

NATIONAL

Building Sustainable Cities for The
Future Through Organized Citizen Action

Opinion | Making An‘Inclusive City’ 
in India Is The Need of the Hour
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Reshaping our cities, one bite 
at a time

A
lmost every city in 
India celebrates its 
cuisine through a 

famous dish, centuries-old 
stories of how it was in-
vented or popularised, and 
an iconic food street. In 
fact, food shapes a city, and 
contributes to its social, 
cultural, and economic dy-
namism. Most Indian cities 
– although proud of their 
culinary lineage – tend to 
neglect the importance of 
food when it comes to urban 
policy and planning.

This has to do with rapid 
pace of urbanisation in In-
dian cities, with more focus 
on immediate infrastructural 
needs such as housing and 
transportation.

This, however, is now 
changing with cities work-
ing towards creating sustain-

food systems. Rourkela in 
Odisha – which has a pop-
ulation of 6.19 lakh people 
– illustrates this point. It has 

designated shaded vending 

The neglect towards food is changing with cities working towards creating 

Source:-Hindustan Times
(08 Jan, 2024)
BY:- Manoj Sharma

zones for vegetable and fruit 
vendors along sidewalks; 
set up open food courts in 
areas with high concentra-
tion of street food vendors; 
and launched e-cool mandis, 
which are mini, solar-pow-
ered cold-storage-cum sales 

the city for farmers and ven-
dors, particularly women.

“We want to ensure that 
they don’t have to resort to 
distress selling, and their in-
come increases. The e-cool 
mandis also help decentral-
ise the market and boost the 
local economy, contributing 
to our sustainable develop-
ment goals (SDG),” said 
Subhankar Mohapatra, mu-
nicipal commissioner, Ro-
urkela.

In 2022, Rourkela smart 
city won the Milan Pact 
Award in the social and 
economic category, for its 
e-cool mandi initiative. It 
was the only Indian city 
among the six winning cit-
ies worldwide. In 2021, Ro-
urkela smart city also won 
the Bloomberg Philanthro-
pies Global Mayors Chal-

lenge for empowering fe-

I
ndia is home to some of 
the world’s most popu-
lous and fastest-growing 

urban cities. While these 
cities are engines of eco-
nomic growth and cultural 
vibrancy, they also face sig-

of sustainability, livability, 
and safety. From air pollu-

inadequate public services 
and social inequality, these 
challenges can have a pro-
found impact on the quality 
of life for citizens. By 2030, 
according to IBEF, urban 
areas are expected to ac-
commodate 40% of India’s 
population and contribute 
75% to the GDP of the coun-
try. To build more equitable 
and sustainable cities for the 
future, the mandate lies with 
both the state and civil soci-
ety, working in conjunction 
to create a better tomorrow. 
The ultimate aim is to trans-
form local units and set the 
standard for a greener and 
more inclusive future.

The vision for a sustaina-
ble future is also fostered by 
the G20 summit being held 
in India. The vision of ‘One 
Earth, One Family, One fu-

coming together with citi-
zens to take collective ac-
tion to bring about a better 
future for our communities. 
Collective action or organ-
ized citizen action will serve 
as the other pillar of change 
alongside the work of gov-
ernment bodies. Organiza-
tion-led social impact has 
the power to create ripples 
of change through strong-

pooled resources. Organized 
citizen action in the form of 
NGOs, NPOs, and For Prof-
it Organizations working in 
Social Impact can address 
gaps in current service de-
livery mechanisms and build 
a deeper connection with 
communities.

Here are the ways in 
which organized citizen ac-

on the ground, and some of 
the organizations actively 
working to build better cities 
across India:

1. Working within com-
munities in their local 
contexts to bring develop-
ment and change: For exam-
ple, Pratima Joshi, founder 
of Shelter Associates has 
worked with urban slums in 
multiple cities to solve chal-
lenges through community 
mobilization and date-driv-
en approaches. Through 

organizing and publishing 
slum data, they have man-
aged to provide Plus Codes 
or addresses to slum-dwell-
ers using GIS and Google 
Earth® Remote Sensing 
Imagery. Local communities 
are best aware of the day-
to-day issues they face. By 
actively engaging with them 
to address these problems, 
the impact of any work is 

2. Building local mod-
els to engage youth and 
children:  India is home 
to one of the largest youth 
populations in the world, 
with 27 percent of the pop-
ulation under the age of 15 
and 52 percent under 30. It is 
therefore critical to engage 
the youth in building for 
development, like Kuldeep 

has built an army of Solve 
Ninjas: a grassroots move-
ment of young leaders under 
the age of 25 solving local 
problems across the country.

Youth are more closely 
connected with their com-
munities, and are able pro-
vide a more authentic view 
of the needs and require-
ments. Community devel-
opment hinges on the ability 
of government and social 
organizations to actively en-
gage youth and children for 
the betterment of all.

3. Building participa-
tory approaches to em-
power citizens: Active cit-
izenship can be encouraged 

through capacity building, 
knowledge building, and 
policy advocacy. Rajesh 
Tandon of Participatory Re-
search In Asia (PRIA) has 
been working with com-
munities and municipal 
authorities to build active 
communities since 1982. 
The National Smart Cities 
Mission for the renewal and 
upgradation of key locations 
depends on citizen partici-
pation. Engaging citizens in 
the process of city design 
makes them committed to 

of a more sustainable city-
scape and creates communi-
ty impetus for the same.

4. Fostering Mul-
ti-Stakeholder Partner-
ships for Growth:  The 
goal of achieving sustain-
able cities is a big one and 
it cannot be achieved with-
out partnerships across the 
board. Multi Stakeholder 
approaches to better gov-
ernance development can 
inspire change at a wider 
and larger scale. Praja led by 
Nitai Mehta is an example 
of an organization working 
at multiple levels – central, 
state and city to foster better 
governance for larger impact 
through their multiple initia-
tives.

Organized citizen ac-
tion also builds role models 
which inspire more to unlock 
their potential and create 
meaningful impact for com-
munities. If we can inspire 
more individuals and organi-
zations to become active cit-
izens in not only unlocking 
their own potential but also 
the potential of those around 
them for a larger change, we 
will have accomplished our 
goal. The problem statement 
is how can we build more 
role models like Pratima, 
or Kuldeep to inspire more 
citizens and how can we en-

citizens are acknowledged, 
recognised and appreciat-
ed to incentivize more such 
changemakers.

W
ith an aim to de-
velop 100 cities 
in India with tech-

nological innovations and 
a new urban development 
model at large, the Minis-
try of Housing and Urban 

-
ment of India, launched a 

-
sion (SCM) in 2015. As 
most notable features, the 
‘area-based’ and ‘pan-city’ 
development have been the 
two key components of the 
mission.

Clearly, the broad objec-
tive of the SCM is supposed 
to develop and upgrade ur-
ban infrastructure to address 
the challenges of urbanisa-
tion, and provide a seamless 
range of data-enabled ser-
vices and quality living to 
urban dwellers.

Several studies have an-
alysed the grey literature, 
smart city mission state-
ment and guidelines and 
100 smart city proposals to 

challenges of the mission to 
meet its goals and vision for 
urban rejuvenation. Some 
of the key areas of the mis-
sion include urban transport, 

city, security and surveil-
lance with the use of high-
end technologies, including 
the Internet of Things (IoT) 
and big data.

The mission has complet-
ed almost eight years of its 
launch. However, with just a 
few of the shortlisted cities 
managing to implement pro-

-
posals, SCM has not been 
able to meet its desired tar-
get. In fact, it cannot be said 
whether India has any city 
which can be called a ‘smart 
city’.

Gender Aspect of Smart 
Cities Mission

How has the mission 
envisioned a city from a 
gender lens? The mission 
underlines it to develop an 
inclusive approach to ben-

When it comes to the gen-
der aspect in smart cities, a 
quick view of 100 city pro-
posals indicates that each 
city has tried to incorporate 
women’s safety and secu-
rity in its vision and goals. 
However, the proposals are 
limited to setting up a com-
mand and control centre in 
each smart city and the use 
of CCTV cameras to ensure 
that women feel safe in the 
city. Integrating police sta-
tions with command and 
control centres and an app-
based panic button mecha-
nism is largely what most of 

their proposals to alert fami-
lies and police in case wom-
en face any emergency situ-
ation. In terms of housing, 
a few of the cities in their 
proposals have incorporat-
ed measures to provide 
hostels and accom-
modations for 
single women 
and shelter 
homes for 
the home-
less.

T a k e 
the case 
of Bihar. 
From Bi-
har, four 
cities, se-
lected under 

of the Smart Cities 
Mission challenge, are on 
the list of being developed 
as smart cities: Bhagalpur, 

Bihar Sharif. For women, 
city proposals do not speak 
much about women’s safety 
and empowerment. Action 
like community and moral 
policing, establishing hawk 
squad and pink brigade have 

A
hmedabad Municipal 
Corporation is rais-
ing up to 2 billion 

rupees by issuing bonds of 

will use the proceeds to 

such as laying of pipelines, 
construction of a water treat-
ment plant, expansion of the 
existing sewerage treatment 
plant, construction of sew-
erage pumping and water 
distribution stations under 
the Atal Mission for Reju-

venation and Urban Trans-
formation scheme. The mu-
nicipal bonds are rated AA+ 
by India Ratings. The high 
ratings have come on the 
back of the corporation wit-
nessing a 28 per cent rise in 
tax collection, reduction in 
power costs due to 100 per 
cent LED conversion and 
windmill projects, increase 
in non-tax revenue income 
as well as reduction in in-
terest costs by Rs 135 crore 
through loan restructuring.

National Orientation Workshop on EoL & MPI 2019, 
held on 20th January 2020, Delhi              (03 FEB, 2020)

Hybrid Multicloud: 
The Foundation to 
Smart Cities in India

S
mart cities present a 
more connected, ef-

future.  They are more in-
novative and use technology 
and data in ways that enable 
them to be cleaner, more 
sustainable and provide cit-
izens a variety of automated 
services. From environmen-
tal monitoring to automat-

digital payment capabil-
ities, rapid technological 
advancements are enabling 
cities to create limitless po-
tential that will shape the fu-
ture of urban centres.

The shift toward creat-
ing smarter cities is com-
pletely transforming urban 
planning as governments 
around the world look to 
accelerate smart city devel-
opment. Research shows 
the global smart cities mar-
ket is growing so rapidly 
that it is expected to exceed 
US$2.5 trillion as early as 
2025 – more than double 
the estimated US$1 trillion 
in 2020. And although the 
economic pressures of the 
pandemic have stalled some 
smart city developments – 
at least temporarily – some 
of the world’s biggest tech 
companies continue to in-
vest heavily in smart city 
projects.

In India, we have seen a 
major advancement in the ef-
forts toward digitisation and 
innovation. India’s Smart 
Cities Mission is a great ex-
ample of how the concept 
is being actualised by de-
veloping countries, as well. 
The mission has already 
enabled the technological 
development of many cities 
like Bhopal, Bhubaneshwar, 
Surat, and more. It aims to 

Source:-Hindustan Times
(08 Jan, 2024)
BY:- Manoj Sharma

boost the economic growth 
of India and will invest Rs. 
48,000 crores over the span 
of 5 years for its 100 select-
ed cities. However, despite 
the excitement surrounding 
futuristic technologies that 
promise driverless buses 
and intelligent rubbish bins, 
the real impact of smart in-
itiatives is in the way they 
transform everyday citi-
zens’ lives. To be success-
ful, smart cities can’t simply 
be focused on technology. 
Instead, there needs to be 
a citizen-centric approach 
at the heart of their design. 
Only by taking a thought-
ful, measured approach that 
is tailored to the individual 
needs of a city and its inhab-
itants, can digital innovation 
truly improve the citizen ex-
perience.

Tailoring tech initiatives 
to transform lives

Transforming cities to 
become smart, digitally con-
nected urban centres is no 
small feat. Smart cities are 
incredibly intricate and in-
terconnected and therefore 
require intense planning 
prior to commencement. To 
make things more compli-
cated, there’s no one-size-

city planning. Each city is 

its citizens’ requirements, its 
infrastructure, and the levels 
of maturity of its technology 
capabilities. For cities that 
still run-on legacy systems 
that do not facilitate the de-
mands of a smart city – such 
as the technology that man-

or monitors buildings – far 
more work needs to be done 
in order to support the re-
quired connectivity a smart 
city demands.

India’s Cities are Transforming 
Their Waterfronts

Source:-Hindustan Times
(29 Jan, 2024)
BY:- Manoj Sharma

The Riverfront has Quickly Become a Popular Attraction for Both Locals and 
Tourists, with Approximately 10,000 People Visiting it Daily

N
ew Delhi: Cities 
have had an intimate 
relationship with 

rivers throughout history, 
shaping their development, 
prosperity, and identity. Un-
fortunately, over the past 
several decades, the narra-
tive surrounding rivers and 
lakes in India has been dom-
inated by tales of pollution 
and degradation.

seems to be changing, with 
cities across the country, 
such as Kota, Indore, and 
Coimbatore rediscovering 
the potential of their wa-
terfronts, and transforming 
them into vibrant public 
spaces that blend business, 
culture, and recreation. Oth-
ers, such as Mangaluru and 
Pune, are currently in the 
process of developing their 
waterfronts.

Kota’s Chambal river-
front, inaugurated in Sep-
tember 2023, has trans-
formed a once-neglected 
6-km stretch into a much 
sought-after city attraction. 

Cities across the country are rediscovering the potential of their waterfronts, and transforming them 
into vibrant public spaces that blend business, culture, and recreation. 

developed by the Urban Im-
provement Trust (UIT) fea-
tures 27 theme-based ghats, 
each highlighting a facet 
of Indian cultural heritage. 
For example, Geeta Ghat 
has all 700 verses of the 18 
Gita chapters engraved on 
a marble plaque; while the 
Rajputana Ghat represents 

regions of Rajasthan.

“Over the decades, the 
Chambal river had been re-

backyard. Now, it has be-
come the city’s beautiful 

waterfront of its kind in the 
country representing India’s 
culture and spiritual tradi-
tions,” said Anoop Bartaria, 
the architect for the project.

Indeed, the riverfront has 
quickly become a popular 
attraction for both locals and 
tourists, with approximate-
ly 10,000 people visiting it 
daily (while entry is compli-
mentary for Kota residents, 
tourists are required to pay 

Digvijay Singh, CEO of 
Indore Smart City, which 
has developed a 3.3-km riv-

Ahmedabad Municipal Bonds

“Over the decades, the Chambal river had been reduced 

of its kind in the country representing India’s culture and 
spiritual traditions,” 

erfront along the Kahn riv-
er, said, “One of the most 
important achievements is 
that the riverfront has recon-
nected the city’s residents 
to the river. Besides, there 
has been at least a 40% in-
crease in property prices in 
the area.”

Similarly, authorities 
in Coimbatore have trans-
formed the Valankulam 
lakefront — a garbage yard 
until three years ago — into 
the city’s most vibrant pub-
lic space, boasting amphi-
theatres, exhibition spaces, 
co-working spaces, restau-
rants, children’s play areas, 
cycle tracks, and a viewing 
pavilion overlooking the 
lake. “Around 100,000 peo-
ple gathered at the lakefront 
to celebrate the New Year. 
The place hosts a variety of 
events, from Pongal festiv-
ities to art shows, cultural 
performances by local ar-
tistes, and even corporate 
product launches,” said 
Baskar Srinivasan, gener-
al manager of Coimbatore 
Smart City, which devel-
oped the waterfront.

“Most importantly, the re-
developed waterfront has 
greatly improved the quality 
of life for residents.

been mentioned in the pro-
posal of Bihar Sharif for the 
safety of girls. Women-spe-

in four smart cities of Bihar

Bhagalpur Patna Muzaf-
farpur Bihar Sharif

-
tion with respect to women.

B) In general, the pro-
posal says all sections of 
society especially old, chil-
dren and persons with disa-
bilities will be taken care of 
in design and development 
of projects. A) The Mahi-
la Police Station at Gandhi 
Maidan will be integrated 
for improved patrolling and 
quick response.

B) Patna will focus on 
school and health infrastruc-
ture, especially for girls to 
increase their attendance.

C) Sanitary Pad dispens-
ers and incinerators for girl 
students. A) Women, elder-
ly and children would have 
enhanced mobility and re-
duced street crime due to 
surveillance. A) Women, 

-
ently-abled will have dedi-
cated facilities and safe en-
vironment.

B) Community and Cul-
tural policing which in-
cludes formation of PINK 
BRIDGE, HAWK SQUAD 
for safety of girls and senior 
citizens.

Source: Smart Cities 
Mission (https://smartcities.
gov.in/)

At a recent workshop or-
ganised by the Women and 
Child Development Corpo-

ration, Government of 
Bihar and Asian 

Development 
R e s e a r c h 

I n s t i t u t e 
(ADRI), to 
celebrate 
N a t i o n -
al Girl 
Child day 
in Patna, 

the state 
Social Wel-

fare Minis-
ter highlighted 

several steps of 
the Bihar government, 

including the cycle and 
credit schemes for higher 
education of girls, and oth-
er measures like reservation 
for women in Panchayat and 
municipal bodies, educa-
tional institutions and gov-
ernment jobs. 

male food vendors, reducing 
food waste, and increasing 
access to fresh foods.

Savouring Change
Other cities such as Pana-

ji, Indore, Jabalpur, Chandi-
garh, Mumbai, and Ujjain, 
are also taking similar initia-
tives. This shift in approach 

Indian cities do not have a 
comprehensive food policy.

These initiatives to stream-
line the food system include 
massive drives to license and 
register food businesses, re-
development of food streets, 
promotion of healthier food 
options, and addressing the 
issue of food waste by re-
distributing surplus food to 
vulnerable communities.

system?

It is a network of activities, 
processes, and infrastruc-
ture, which governs produc-
tion, distribution, consump-
tion, and disposal of food 
from farm to table.

Indore, known for its in-
novative urban initiatives, 
has successfully trans-
formed Chappan Dukan – its 
famous food street – from an 
unhygienic and congested 
space to a smart food street 

crore. 

To read more,
Scan:

To read more,
Scan:

To read more,
Scan:

To read more,
Scan:
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Smart Cities Mission stands as a proud winner of Platinum Icon in the category of Data Sharing & User Socio-
Economic Development at the Digital India Awards- 2022. Joint Secretary & Mission Director: Shir Kunal Kumar 
received the award from the Hon’ble President Smt. Droupadi Murmu.                           (02 JAN, 2023)

 Sh. Hardeep S Puri launches three new programs                                  (09 JUL, 2018)

MoHUA and GIZ Sign Implementation Agreement                                                                     (17 DEC, 2018)

MoHUA and GIZ signed an Implementation Agreement to anchor climate-friendly solutions for urban infrastructure projects 
& ABD in the planning & implementation of projects under Smart Cities Mission. The technical cooperation will support 
Kochi, Coimbatore & Bhubaneswar.

national

Bipolar Nature of City Planning

SMART CITIES MISSION TIMES 

Tuesday, 25 June, 2024 page -5

The Hon’ble President of India visited the Agartala Smart City project “Albert Ekka War Memorial”. The war 
memorial was constructed under Smart Cities Mission as a tribute to Lance Naik Albert Ekka.         (10 OCT, 2022)

Cities Reclaim Space Under Flyovers

-
ready a hit with local residents. (Bachchan Kumar/ HT Photo)

Indore pioneered the concept in 2021, when it set up an exclusive sports com-

seem to have taken cue

A 
video shared by top 
Indian industrialist 
Anand Mahindra on 

Twitter went viral in March 
— a group of youngsters 
playing cricket and basket-
ball in a new sports facili-

Mumbai. The 2,745 sqm fa-
-

over has badminton courts, 
a skating rink, a box-cricket 
set-up, and space for yoga, 
and is already a hit with lo-
cal residents.

Mahindra shared his 
video with the message, 
“Transformational. Let’s 
do this. In every city”, and 
his tweet ignited a debate 
about the merits of the idea, 
and was retweeted by more 
than 15,000 people, while 
the video itself was viewed 
more than 4.7 million times.

Over the last couple of 
years, the idea of building 

-
vers — the empty space var-
iously called leftover spaces, 
incidental spaces, negative 
space, or urban voids by 
urban planners —seems to 
have caught on.

Indore pioneered the con-
cept in 2021, when it set up 
an exclusive sports complex 

-
over, but many other cities 
across the country seem to 
have taken cue.

Sanjay Desai, city engi-
neer, Navi Mumbai Munic-
ipal Corporation (NMMC), 
said, “We launched the facil-

-
ver in October last year, and 
encouraged by the public’s 
response, we have decided 
to create three more such 
sports facilities under the 

Other cities where this 
concept has found favour 
include Chennai, which has 

ground, a cycling track, a 
café, and several other facil-

ities under the MRTS bridge 
opposite Tidel Park. Going 
a step further, Coimbatore 
developed a multifunction-
al space that also has an 
amphitheatre, an exhibition 
centre and even a co-work-

typology.

Among National Capital 
Region cities, the Ghazia-
bad Municipal Corporation 
(GMC) developed a sports 
facility under the Raj Nagar 

while Delhi’s Public Works 
Department (PWD) is cur-
rently building a sports com-
plex under the Lajpat Nagar 

So what prompted civic 
bodies from across the coun-
try to utilise this “leftover 
space” for sports facilities?

NMMC’s Desai said, 

a residential area, where a 
lot of children used to play 
on the streets in the absence 
of sports facilities. So, we 
thought we could set up a 
sports complex in the space 

been taken over by squat-

on the road, along with the 
length (about 180 metres) 
and height (about 6.2 me-

easier for us to develop a 
sports facility.”

Under the Smart City Mis-
sion, Coimbatore has built 
several facilities under the 

overlooks the Valankulam 
lake. The area, which till 
three years ago was an un-

-
day one of the most happen-
ing public spaces in the city.

“The idea was to create 
a multipurpose community 

city that does not have many 

Private clauses, like those for balcony dimensions, building setbacks etc, are highly 
overstretched

P
-

ing to cities and cit-
ies will continue to 

grow. Cities are primarily 
labour markets, the spatial 
manifestations of Adam 
Smith’s invisible hand. Be-
cause of their stochastic and 
open-system characteristics, 
they are not amenable to fu-
ture forecasting. However, 
that’s exactly what urban 
planners do. They go further. 
They codify rigid rules for 
today based on those future 
forecasts. Moreover, some 
planners tend to idealise 
utopia of various kinds, be it 
green or aesthetic cities, and 
under those garbs, impose 

-
tive functioning of markets, 
thus ultimately defeating the 
city’s very essence.

By no means can the need 
for urban planning be dis-
counted. Just as humans are 
prone to disease in the nor-
mal course of their lives, so 
are markets. Negative exter-
nalities like environmental 
degradation, under-provi-

-
cient social infrastructure 
can result from their free 
run. Planners, like doctors, 
must act only to deal with 
such aberrations. For, nei-
ther doctors nor planners are 

Gods with a licence to direct 
the natural course of human 

One of the key instruments 
of a planner is the Master 
Plan. And embedded with-
in it lies a glaring schism, 
which, for the lack of a better 
description, I call “bipolar 
disorder”. A few of us car-
ried out a study to compare 
the emphasis of these plans 
on the public and private 
realms. Public realm primar-
ily connotes the city’s street 
network, and public open 
spaces such as parks, gar-
dens etc. The private realm, 
on the other hand, consists of 
privately-owned areas like 
buildings, plots etc.

clauses in these regulations 
into private and public claus-
es. Clauses that bind public 
authorities to develop the 
public realm were referred to 
as ‘public clauses’. All other 

entities were referred to as 
‘private clauses’. The analy-

their degree of ‘stretch’. If 
a regulation was mentioned 
in great detail, it was termed 
as a stretch (ST), whereas if 
it was mentioned casually 
leaving scope for further in-

as under-stretch (UST). A 
glaring omission was classi-

cities viz. Ahmedabad, Bho-
pal, Nagpur, Panaji and Jai-
pur were picked up for the 
study.

More than 75 per cent of 
the regulations were found 
to be of the nature of private 
clauses, while only around 
25 per cent of them were 

incidental to public institu-
tions. Digging deeper, it was 
observed that nearly 60 per 
cent of private clauses and 
less than 10 per cent of pub-
lic clauses were stretched. 
While nearly 20 per cent of 
private clauses fell in the 
NM category, it was 55 per 
cent for public clauses. This 
is clear evidence of a bipolar 
disorder — a vicelike grip 
on what free individuals can 
do in the private realm and 
unbridled freedom to pub-
lic authorities to neglect the 
public realm.

Private clauses, like 
those for balco-
ny dimensions, 
building setbacks 
etc, are highly 
overstretched. 
Anecdotal evi-
dence suggests 
that the degree of 
harassment of pri-
vate entities is directly 
proportional to the degree of 
stretch. On the other hand, 
public authorities go scot-
free even if they design poor 

-
es. This, when the character 

by its public realm, is unpar-
donable.

Such neglect undermines 
possible agglomeration ben-

city. It is therefore impor-
tant to undo this bipolarity 

between the treatment of 
‘private’ and ‘public’ in our 
planning processes. This is 
crucial for our cities to be-
come magnets for the crea-
tive class, else they risk spi-
ralling down into oblivion. 
Making planning work is 
therefore imperative.

Land Readjustment (LR) 
in Japan and Germany has 
helped them successfully 
tackle the challenges of ur-
ban growth and renewal for 
more than 100 years. In In-
dia, the state of Gujarat has 
taken a two-tier DP-TP ap-

-
opment. 

To improve and revitalise 
inner-city areas, they have 
adopted special   provi-
sions for Local  Area Plans 
(LAPS). However, to make 
these instruments more ef-
fective, they need to be 

thought of as mere-
ly the chassis on 

which instruments 
like built form 
codes, street 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
codes, parking 
m a n a g e m e n t 

codes etc need to 
be superimposed. 

Only then can urban plan-
ning help ‘operationalise’ 
the design and creation of a 
good public realm.

However, even this will 

if these instruments don’t 
attack the bipolarity head-
on. Unless penal provisions 
on public authorities for de-
signing poor streets or cre-
ating callous public spaces 
are categorically incorporat-
ed, regulations will remain 
toothless. 

The need therefore is not 
merely to adopt progressive 
approaches like the DP-TP-
LAP. The greater need is to 
‘operationalise’ urban plan-
ning by dovetailing elements 
like street development 
codes into the plans and in-
corporating penal provisions 
for negligent public authorit

MoHUA  Launches Three New Programs under 
Smart Cities Mission

Mission on 9 July 2018.

M
oHUA will engage 
30 young gradu-
ates/post graduates 

Urban Planning, Urban De-
sign, Engineering, Informa-
tion and Technology, Urban 
Mobility, Finance, Social 
Sector, and Environmental 
issues as Smart City Fel-
lows under the India Smart 
Cities Fellowship (ISCF) 
Program. The period of en-
gagement will be 1-3 years. 
This program will provide 
experience to them in smart 
cities and urban renewal sec-
tors and will bring in new 
ideas, passion and energy 
to solving urban problems. 
They will provide support in 
terms of analytics, research, 
documentation, independent 
assessment, visualization 
and other related activities 
including preparation of re-
ports, posters, dossiers, etc. 
This program will prepare 
them for greater leadership 
roles in future and contribute 
towards India’s sustainable 

urban development. Apply 
online https://smartnet.niua.

2018. On similar lines, Mo-
HUA will engage students 
pursuing under graduate/
post graduate degrees as In-
terns under the India Smart 
Cities Internship (ISCI) Pro-
gram for 6-12 weeks. They 
will assist in implementa-
tion of Smart City Projects 
in various States/Cities. The 
interns will be given expo-
sure in the areas of Urban 
Planning, Urban Design, En-
gineering, Information and 
Technology, Urban Mobility, 
Finance, Social Sector, and 
Environmental issues. Their 
role would be in implemen-
tation, reporting, evaluation 
and monitoring, knowledge 
management, stakeholder 
engagement, media outreach 
and other similar activities. 
One may apply online any-
time of the year at 

U
nder Cities Invest-
ment to Innovate, 
Integrate and Sustain 

Challenge (CITIIS) a loan 
of EUR 100 million would 
be extended by French De-
velopment Agency AFD to 
selected projects

in the 100 Smart Cities. The 
projects would be in four 
sectors- sustainable mobil-
ity, public open spaces, ur-
ban governance & ICT and 
social and organizational in-
novation in lowincome set-

-
port and foreign technical 
assistance will help Smart 
Cities to access world class 
expertise for selected inno-
vative projects. It also in-
tends to improve peer learn-
ing activities & cooperation 
within the smart cities and 
enhance the knowledge both 
at the State and National 

levels. For details visit: 
https://bit.ly/2upeiQJ

T
he Smart Cities Digi-
tal Payments Awards 
(SCDPA) 2018 ‘100 

Days Challenge in 100 
Smart Cities’ will reward 
cities at the forefront of dig-
ital payments.

It is a MoHUA initiative to 
promote ease of living for 
India’s urban residents. The

objective of these awards is 
to guide, motivate, recog-
nize and reward the Smart 
Cities for promoting digi-
tal payments and carrying 
out innovative payment 
initiatives in their respec-
tive cities. The challenge 
period would be 100 days 
starting from the launch of 
the awards. This would gal-
vanize the digital payments 
landscape in the Smart Cit-
ies. For details visit:

https://bit.ly/2zFloWx

The India Smart Cities Fellowship/Internship
Programs

Cities Investment to Inno-
vate, Integrate and Sustain 
Challenge

The Smart Cities Digital 
Payment Award 2018

Source:- Business Standard
(16 Feb, 2023)
By:- Kunal Kumar

Archives

public spaces. I believe there 
is no limit to what can be 

city is known by its streets 

part of the cityscape. With a 

a ready roof over your head, 
all you need is imagination 
to build something interest-
ing and useful for the com-
munity,” said urban designer 
and architect Akash Hingo-
rani, who co-founded Oasis 
Design Inc, the lead design 
consultant for the Coim-
batore project.

NCR authorities join in
The Ghaziabad civic 

body says that the idea be-
hind building a sports fa-
cility under the Raj Nagar 

exciting sporting arena for 
local youngsters” in a space 
which was illegally used as 
parking.

“Currently, we are look-
ing for a private partner to 
run the facility. There could 
be a nominal fee to use it in 
the future. The corporation 
has used its own funds in 
this project. But we are now 
planning to develop other 

private partnership model,” 
said NK Choudhary, GMC’s 
chief engineer.

This sports facility was 

and boasts three badminton 
courts, one basketball court, 
and a netted batting pitch. 
The walls and pillars of the 
complex, which is yet to be 
formally inaugurated, have 
paintings of sportspersons, 
including those of cricket 
icons Sachin Tendulkar and 
Virat Kohli.

To read more,
Scan:

Source:-Hindustan Times
(29 Jun, 2023)
BY:- Manoj Sharma
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Jaipur Leads in Geo-spatial 3D Modelling.                                                                                                       (05 NOV, 2018)

demonstrated the environment sensor monitoring, SWM, and grievance system of the ICCC.                  (05 SEP, 2022)

MoS I/C Sh. Hardeep S Puri with other dignitaries at Urban Mobility Conference.                    (29 Oct, 2018)

Smart Cities Mission invited city leaders to make walking, cycling & running a daily habit under 
Freedom2WalkCycleRun and IndiaCyles4Change.                                       (09 Jan, 2023)

Launch of Project Urban Living Lab, Panaji (PULL) material by Sh. Durga Shanker Mishra, Secretary, MoHUA, 
GoI and H.E. Mr. Freddy Svane, Ambassador of Denmark to India                                                            (17 DEC, 2018)

11th Urban Mobility India 
2018 Conference and Expo 

in India to launch e-taxis and 
hydrogen-fueled buses. The 
key theme for this year was 
Green Urban Mobility. It was 

attended by several leaders 
including MoS I/C Shri Har-
deep S Puri, who expressed 
their concern about the mo-
bility issues in the cities. 
Sustainable development is 
a key priority area as more 

than 80% of greenhouse gas 
emission is due to exploding 
population in cities. And ur-
ban mobility is intrinsically 

how Indian cities would be 
shaped. Transportation sys-

tems should be comprehen-
sive, with the integration of 

special focus on sustainabili-
ty. Undoubtedly, the need of 
the hour is safer, cleaner and 
greener transportation.

Re#IMAGINEPANAJI transforming urban landscape in Panaji Smart City                                   (15 APR, 2019)

India and Israel sign MoU which includes exploring possibilities of collaborating on Smart Cities         (10 JUN, 2019)
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JIndia to use 3D model-
ling for better planning 

and development. RajCOMP 
Info Services (RISL), a Gov-
ernment of Rajasthan under-

contract to create a 3D 
geo-spatial model of the city 
falling under Jaipur Devel-
opment Authority. 1 million 
structures, and their facades 
will be modelled. A hy-

brid airbornesensor and Li-
DAR (Light Detection And 
Ranging) system, attached 
to an aircraft, as well as Li-
DAR-equipped vehicles and 
men carrying backpacks 
with LiDAR sensors are be-
ing deployed. LiDAR is a 
technique used to measure 
the elevation of land, build-
ings, roads, railways, power 
lines and vegetation. It is 
typically used for environ-

mental and land-use model-

management and urban 
planning. This kind of ge-
ospatial data has enormous 
potential to transform peo-
ple’s lives. From creating a 
more sustainable built en-

targeting public services, 
this kind of data when made 
available publically (open 
data) enables the most crea-

tive developers and entrepre-
neurs to deliver social, eco-
nomic and environmental 
value. Most advanced smart 
cities across the world create 
3D LiDAR and other forms 
of geo-spatial models and 
make the data available for 
developers and consultants.

Once the results of the Jai-
pur project are visible other 
smart cities might consider 
getting this modeling done.

Jaipur Leads in Geo-spatial 3D Modelling

Urban Mobility India Conference
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Highlight of journey: In the presence of Hon’ble Prime Minister Sh.Narendra Modi, Hon’ble Governor of Madhya Pradesh Sh. Mangubhai Patel 
and Chief Minister Sh. Shivraj Singh Chauhan launched a magazine called ‘Sagar’. The magazine portrays a brief description of evelopment 
works executed by Sagar Smart City under the Smart  Cities Mission.                                                                       (Aug 07, 2023)

Foundation Stone laid for Riverfront development and Naval Gallery at Kalyan 
Dombivli by Shri Aaditya Thackeray, Hon’ble Minister for Tourism, Environment & 
Protocol, Government of Maharashtra            (21 FEB, 2022)
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Smart Cities Mission sparks innovation in 
India’s urban ecosystems: Sh. Hardeep S Puri
Source:- Devdiscourse
(27 Sep, 2023)

T
he President of India, 
Smt. Droupadi Murmu 
felicitated the winners 

of the fourth edition of the 
India Smart Cities Award 
Contest (ISAC) 2022 in In-
dore today i.e. on 27th Sep-
tember 2023. The ISAC is 
being organized under the 
Smart Cities Mission, Min-
istry of Housing and Urban 

-
dia since 2018. The Con-
clave  witnessed participa-
tion of various dignitaries, 
including Shri Mangubhai 
C. Patel, Governor, Madhya 
Pradesh, Shri Hardeep Sin-
gh Puri, Minister, MoHUA, 
Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan, 
Chief Minister, Madhya 
Pradesh, Shri Kaushal 
Kishore, MoS, MoHUA, 
and Shri Bhupendra Singh, 
Urban Development Minis-
ter, Madhya Pradesh.

While addressing the 
event, the President ex-
pressed her happiness over 
increase in country’s over-
all investment in urban 
development. Applauding 
the move, she said that our 
country’s overall investment 
in urban development has, 
over the last decade, been 
more than 10 times what it 
was earlier. “The contribu-
tion of Smart Cities Mission 
in implementing best prac-
tices and developing viable 
business models is very im-
portant,” she said.

The President also talked 
about the focus of G-20 on 
areas pertaining to Urban 
Development. She said that 
Urban 20, which is a sub-
group of the G20, attempt-
ed to establish a sustainable 
practice of connectivity be-
tween cities. “Through this, 
a collective message was 
also given that the man-
agement of cities has an 
important role in pursuing 
the priority of sustainable 
development. Therefore, we 
should learn from the best 
practices and business mod-
els of the world’s best-man-
aged cities and also share 

other countries. Collabora-
tion at local and global level 
is essential for overall and 
sustainable development”, 
she added.

of Integrated Command and 
Control Centers (ICCCs) in 
smart cities, the President 
said that all the 100 smart 

cities have ICCCs which are 
taking decisions using data. 
CCTV surveillance cameras 
are helping in strengthening 
law and order today. “But 
there is a need to take more 
strong steps especially to en-
sure the safety of women. I 

being made in these 100 
smart cities will prove very 
useful for our more than 
4800 towns and cities”, the 
President added.

During the event, the 
President urged the Mayors 
and Municipal Commission-

the country to move forward 

new energy. “I hope that all 
of you will use the informa-

shared in this conclave in 
your respective cities. By 
doing this you all will make 
this event more meaning-
ful”, she said.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Minister of Housing & 

Singh Puri shared Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
transformational vision for 
planned urbanisation. He 
highlighted that the 

“Smart Cities Mis-
sion embodies the 
hon’ble Prime 
Minister’s vision 
for a ‘New 
Urban India’ 
and it is a key 
component of 
India’s objective 
of becoming 
a developed 
country by 
2047.”

Shri Puri said that the 
Smart Cities Mission has 
sparked innovation in India’s 
urban ecosystems while also 
building core infrastructure 
and strengthening services 
in India’s 100 biggest cities. 
It has fostered deep part-
nerships with government, 
global organisations, partner 
cities, academia and indus-
try, he said.

Most importantly, the 
Minister highlighted that 
it has empowered the third 
level of governance in 
the country by providing 
much-needed technical 
and management support 
through the Special Purpose 
Vehicles (SPVs) that have 
led the building of social, 
economic, institutional, and 
physical infrastructure in a 
citizen-centric, future-ready 
way.

He said that 100 oper-
ational Integrated Com-
mand and Control Centres 
(ICCCs) which provide 
real-time decision-making 
capabilities through the use 
of cameras, IOT devices, 
sensors, and other technol-
ogies, have served as ‘War 
Rooms’ during the pandem-
ic for city leaders to collect 

information, develop strat-
egies, and execute civ-

ic functions.

Drawing atten-
tion to the achieve-
ments of Smart 
Cities Mission, 

the Union Minister 
said that total 7,934 

projects worth Rs. 
171,044 crores 
have been 
s a n c t i o n e d 
and 6,069 pro-
jects worth Rs. 
1,10,794 crores 

Sustainable development at heart 
of Smart Cities, has lessons for 
Global South: report
Cites water, sewage projects in Ahmedabad, Indore as examples; 
over 70% projects contribute to SDGs

O
ver 70% of projects 
under the Smart Cit-
ies Mission (SCM) 

are in alignment with the 
UN’s Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals (SDGs) on 
cities, clean water and san-
itation, clean energy and 
economic growth, according 
to a report released Wednes-
day.

The report “Smart Cities 
Mission, India: Localising 
Sustainable Development 
Goals” was the upshot of 

all the projects of a nation-
al mission against Global 
Goals. The SCM involves 
around 8,000 projects.

Prepared by the Union 

Ministry and UN-Habitat, 
the report was released by 
President Droupadi Murmu 
at the annual Smart Cities 
Conclave in Indore.

“We still have very far to 
go in that direction,” Murmu 
said as she emphasised mak-
ing cities inclusive and sus-
tainable. She said there was 
also a need for providing 
health, education and other 
basic services in rural areas 
like in cities.

The SDGs are a set of 
17 targets part of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, which was 
adopted by all UN member 
states, including India, in 
2015.

According to the report, 
while the SCM projects 
have largely contributed, in 
one way or the other, to 15 
of the 17 SDGs, nearly 44% 

were in line with the aim of 
SDG 11 — to make cities 
and human settlements in-
clusive, safe, resilient and 
sustainable.

It further said that 13.3% 
of the SCM projects con-
tributed to SDG 6 (Clean 
water and sanitation); 8.6% 

clean energy) and 6.4% to 
SDG 8 (Decent work and 
economic growth).

Highlighting the SCM 
compliance with SDGs, the 
report cited as an example 
a project in Ahmedabad, 
where sensor-based moni-
toring of the water network 
resulted in an additional 
supply of 50 million litres 
a day (MLD) by detecting 
leakages. This, the report 

of 1.50 lakh.

It also mentioned the pro-
ject in Indore, which used 
a gravity-based network to 
prevent 205 MLD of un-
treated sewage from enter-
ing the Kahn river, the Sar-
aswati river and the network 
of 25 drains. “The dissolved 
oxygen levels in the water 
bodies now measure at 4mg/
litre, indicating a healthier 
aquatic ecosystem,” the re-
port said.

The report also highlight-
ed the Mudasarlova Res-
ervoir Floating Solar Plant 
in Visakhapatnam, which 
led to an annual electricity 
generation of 3,613 MWh 
and saved $0.28 million, 
the report said. The project 
prevented emission of over 
3,000 tonnes of CO2, it add-
ed.

Capping it all, the report 
said that the SCM, with a 
total of 7,846 projects across 
100 cities worth $22 billion, 

showcases “successful im-
plementation of a nation-
al-scale urban mission that 
aligns comprehensively with 
global agendas and empow-
ers cities to drive sustainable 
development”.

“It serves as a living lab 
for people-centric smart ur-

-
ble lessons for urban areas 
in the Global South,” it said.

The Smart Cities Mis-
sion, launched in 2015, was 
expected to be completed by 
June this year, but the Min-
istry extended its deadline to 
June 2024.

Speaking at the event, 

Minister Hardeep Puri said 
of the sanctioned projects 
worth Rs 1.71 lakh crore, 
6,069 projects worth Rs1.10 
lakh crore had been com-
pleted. The rest were “on 
target” for completion by 
June 2024, he said.

“I have full faith that the 
success of the Smart Cities 
Mission will gain more mo-
mentum when there is the 
second generation of Smart 
Cities at district and village 
levels,” Puri said.

Parul Agarwala, the 
UN-Habitat India country 
programme manager and 
one of the authors of the 
report, told The Indian Ex-
press that the report show-
cases “India’s commitment 
to Agenda 2030.”

“The report demonstrates 
tangible and measurable 
impact towards the achieve-
ment of SDGs, relying not 
solely on data but also hu-
man stories and perspec-
tives,” she said.

During the event, the 
President handed out the 
Smart Cities awards for 
2022, with Indore being 
named the overall best 
Smart City and Madhya 
Pradesh the best state.

Madhya Pradesh Chief 
Minister Shivraj Sin-
gh Chouhan chalked up 
Madhya Pradesh’ success to 
making the Smart Cities and 
Swachh Bharat missions 
into a “mass movement” 

-
gramme.

Source:- The Indian Express
(27 Sep, 2023)
By:- Damini Nath

“Unveiling the Dynamic 
Landcape: Current
Developments Shaping
India’s Future”

I
ndia, a diverse and rap-
idly evolving nation, is 
experiencing a multitude 

of developments across var-
ious sectors. In the realm of 
technology, the ‘Digital In-
dia’ initiative continues to 
drive innovation, fostering 
a tech-savvy environment. 
From advancements in ar-

widespread adoption of digi-
tal payment systems, India is 
positioning itself as a global 
tech hub.

-
ture, ambitious projects like 
the ‘Smart Cities Mission’ 
are reshaping urban land-
scapes, emphasizing sustain-

government’s commitment 
to renewable energy sourc-
es is evident in initiatives 
promoting solar power and 
electric mobility, contribut-
ing to a greener future.

Economic reforms, such 
as the ‘Make in India’ cam-
paign, are attracting invest-
ments and bolstering the 
manufacturing sector. 

Additionally, the agricul-
tural landscape is witnessing 
transformations with initi-
atives like ‘Pradhan Mantri 
Krishi Sinchai Yojana’ 
aimed at modernizing irriga-
tion systems and improving 
farmers’ livelihoods. In the 
healthcare sector, the ‘Ay-
ushman Bharat’ program is 
working towards provid-

-
ble healthcare to millions. 

the COVID-19 pandemic 
has further accelerated ad-
vancements in healthcare 
infrastructure and research 
capabilities.Education is 
undergoing a paradigm shift 
with a focus on digital learn-
ing, skill development, and 
vocational training. Initia-
tives like ‘National Educa-
tion Policy 2020’ aim to re-
vamp the education system, 

Source:- Blogs, (17 Dec,2023)
By:- Pragti Tripathi

fostering creativity and crit-
ical thinking. Furthermore, 
India’s space exploration 
endeavors are gaining global 
recognition, with successful 
missions like Chandrayaan 
and Mangalyaan showcas-

prowess. The ‘Gaganyaan’ 
mission, India’s ambitious 

space exploration mile-
stones.

Despite these positive 
strides, challenges persist, 
including socio-economic 
disparities and environmen-
tal concerns. Continued ef-
forts towards inclusive and 
sustainable development re-
main imperative for India’s 
holistic progress.

As the nation navigates 
this transformative journey, 
India’s developmental nar-
rative is a compelling tale of 
resilience, innovation, and 
the collective pursuit of a 
brighter future.

completed under the Mis-
sion. Another 1,865 projects 
worth Rs. 60,250 crores 
on target for completion 
by June 2024. Moreover, 
approx. Rs. 25,000 crores 
worth of PPP projects have 
been delivered so far. He 
highlighted that under the 
Mission, more than 2,700 
kms of smart roads have 
been constructed; close to 
7,000 smart classrooms have 
been built; more than 50 
lakh LED/solar lights have 
been installed and more 
than 300 smart health cen-
tres have been constructed. 
1,884 emergency call box-
es, and 3,000 public address 

-
ment systems have been in-
stalled to improve the public 
safety, he said.

Complimenting the city 
of Indore for its excellence in 
urban governance, Shri Har-
deep S Puri said that Indore 
is synonymous with winning 
awards and accolades. It has 
also pioneered innovations 
in waste management, car-
bon credits, digital technolo-
gy, and public open spaces. 
Indore has been a model of 
urban governance and civic 
participation for cities not 
just in India, but across the 
world. He said that the City 
has set a new benchmark for 
consistency.

The minister congratulat-
ed the 31 cities that received 
awards for their projects and 
initiatives. “Your recogni-
tion is well deserved; more 
than 840 applications were 
received this year for the 
awards”, he said.

The minister also ap-
plauded Surat and Agra 
for their second- and third-

and Tamil Nadu, Rajasthan 
and Uttar Pradesh among the 
states.

Earlier in the day, Shri 
Mangubhai C. Patel, Gov-
ernor of Madhya Pradesh 
released the following 4 
documents, viz., (a) ISAC 
awards 2022 compendium, 
(b) Compendium of news-
letter of SCM, (c) Report 
by UN Habitat: Smart Cities 
Mission – Localizing Sus-
tainable Development Goals 
and (d) ISAC awards 2023 
brochure (e-release).

The Conclave witnessed 
enthusiastic participation of 
all 100 smart cities who are 
leading a paradigm shift in 
the practice of city develop-
ment by being at the fore-
front of urban innovation. 
The event not only provided 
a platform for the cities to 
showcase their exemplary 
work done under the Mis-
sion, but also enabled peer-
peer learning and dissemi-
nated best practices.

The conclave featured 
an extensive display of 
award-winning projects un-
dertaken by the cities under 
the Smart Cities Mission, 
which was visited by more 
than 2,000 people. There 
were 5 State/UT stalls, 13 
Cities Stalls and more than 
15 project models. Further, 
a smart street was created 
which featured the walka-
ble streets, Intelligent Traf-

(ITMS) and smart signages. 
Dialogues with award-win-
ning city CEOs of cities such 
as Indore, Surat, Chandi-
garh, Ahmedabad, Belagavi, 
Ranchi, etc. Was also organ-
ised which led to stimulating 
discussions and peer-to-peer 
learning.
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A glimpse of New Year celebrations at the Lal Chowk ClockTower Area. The Lal 
Chowk area is one of the key vibrant place projectsdeveloped by the Srinagar Smart 
City.                                                                                                (25 DEC, 2023)

Integrated Command and Control Center set up by Chandigarh smart City
    

                 (21 MAR, 2022)

Srinagar Smart City Limited’s Integrated Command & 
Control Centre is overseeing the Amarnath Yatra. The 
technology ensures safety, security, weather forecasting, 

sanitation and other service.   (19 APR , 2021)
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Srinagar Smart City Showcases 
Urban transformation: LG
Source:- Rising Kashmir, (27 Oct, 2023)
By:- Aatif Qayoom

Inaugurates Smart Cities Mission workshop in Srinagar National Workshop 
highlights importance of public spaces in smart cities 

I
n a momentous event, 
Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha inaugurated 

the two-day National Work-
shop of the Smart Cities Mis-
sion, focusing on ‘Streets & 
Public Spaces,’ in the pictur-
esque city of Srinagar. This 
remarkable gathering saw 
the convergence of Mayors, 
Municipal Commissioners, 

Cities across India, com-
ing together to exchange 
knowledge and experiential 
learning through insight-
ful project visits within the 
Srinagar Smart City.

Emphasising the pivotal 
role of vibrant public spaces 
in urban planning, Lieuten-
ant Governor Sinha stressed 
that the heart of any city lies 
in its people. Beyond state-
of-the-art infrastructure and 

cutting-edge amenities, the 
creation of lively public 
spaces is equally essential in 
enhancing a city’s aesthet-
ics, ensuring a high quality 
of life, and bringing about 
a positive transformation in 
the lives of its citizens.

“Srinagar Smart City 
serves as a shining example 
for other cities in the na-
tion,” said LG Sinha, high-
lighting the city’s impactful 
pedestrian plazas and rec-
reational areas alongside its 
picturesque waterfronts. He 
further expressed that the 
exceptional urban design of 
Srinagar’s streets and public 
spaces allows one to truly 
connect with the city’s soul.

Srinagar Smart City has 
indeed set an inspiring 
benchmark with visionary 
initiatives such as ‘Srinagar 

Square,’ the restoration of 
ghats to reinvigorate water 
transport, the rejuvenation 
of the mesmerizing lake-
front, the preservation of 
the city’s rich heritage, and 

-
der-utilized spaces. These 
initiatives have collectively 
transformed Srinagar into a 
beacon of innovation for ur-
ban development experts.

Under the guidance of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, Lieutenant Governor 
Sinha underlined the unwa-
vering commitment to bol-
ster core infrastructure in a 
well-planned and sustain-
able manner. The develop-
ment of Srinagar Smart City 
has adopted a people-centric 
approach, encompassing 
elements of traditional art 
and culture, heritage pres-
ervation, smart facilities, 

sustainability, all aimed at 
ensuring social equity and 
enhancing the residents’ 
quality of life.

Moreover, LG Sinha high-
lighted the need for cities to 

the evolving needs of citi-
zens, competition, and mar-
ket changes while nurturing 
core competencies for eco-
nomic growth.

From Temples to Technology: 
Jammu Nears Smart City
Status Post Art 370 Repeal

Shimla Smart City Turning Hiker 
Friendly with Walkways, Subways 
Construction

Chandigarh ‘Smart Bikers’ Honoured 
for Keeping Smart City Green

Source:- Rising Kashmir
(31 Jul, 2023)
By:- Arvind Sharma

Source:- Times of India
(26 Jun, 2023)

I
n the wake of the abroga-
tion of Article 370, Jam-
mu - famously known 

as the ‘City of Temples,’ is 
swiftly transforming into 
a ‘Smart City,’ following 
in the footsteps of several 
other Indian cities hand-
picked by the Government 
of India (GoI). The remov-
al of Article 370, which had 
previously led to hindrances 
and disparities in extending 
central laws to the erstwhile 
state of Jammu and Kash-
mir, has paved the way for 
substantial progress and de-
velopment.

The ambitious Jammu 
Smart City Project, with a 
total of 122 projects ear-
marked for the region, has 

-
tum, as reported by Chief 

Rahul Yadav. Out of these, 
an impressive 84 projects 
have already been success-
fully completed, and work 
on the remaining 40 pro-
jects is rapidly progressing 
to meet the deadline set by 
the central government. The 
GoI has stipulated that Jam-
mu will achieve Smart City 
status by March next year, 

S
himla, one of the most 
popular hill stations of 
the country, is trans-

forming into a pedestri-
an-friendly tourist destina-
tion with widening of its 
roads and construction of 
several walkways under the 
‘Smart Cities Mission.’

The capital of Himachal 
Pradesh, rimmed with hill-
tops, has recently been 
graced with a network of 
over 20 km-long pedestrian 
pathways mainly along the 
Circular Road in the city. 

There is also focus on 
development of parking fa-
cilities in the city to help 
the locals and tourists, of-

City Limited (SSCL) said. 
“Shimla is fast transform-
ing with a civic infra boost 
under various Smart Cities 
Mission initiatives, focus-
ing development of pedes-
trian pathways and parking 
facilities to ease congestion 
and facilitate locals as well 
as tourists,” said Rajiv Jain, 

Ministry of Housing and Ur-

The CPWD has come up 
with a 1.8 km-long pathway 
from Hotel Holiday Home to 

Bemloe Chowk on the Cir-
cular Road with a cost of Rs 
2.19 crore and has incurred 
an additional expenditure of 
Rs 1.31 crore on road widen-
ing and construction of a re-

said. A 2 km-long pathway 
connecting the famous St 
Bede’s College in Navbahar 
to Sanjauli Chowk is most 
scenic one.

“It’s a wonderful experi-
ence to walk amid so much 
natural beauty in a safe pas-
sage like this without the 
fear of being hit by any vehi-
cle,” said Ramesh Narayan, 
a tourist, from Jaipur.

The SSCL said the ‘Smart 
Cities Mission’ also in-
volves widening of a 3 km-
long road from Navbahar to 
the famed Jakhu temple, and 
another pathway connecting 
Sanjauli Chowk to Indira 
Gandhi Medical College.

The 1,500 metre-long 
covered pathway is used by 
around 20,000 people, most 
of whom patients and their 
attendants, who visit the 
College hospital all round 
the year, even during snow-

-
cials said.

The urban body has also 
on cards a combination of 
a 600 metre-long skywalk, 
foot overbridges, and three 
lifts for commute between 

Commuters at Polo View market which has been redeveloped under 
Smart Cities Mission. The market has become pedestrian friendly.

The capital of Himachal Pradesh, has recently been graced with a network of over 
20 km-long pedestrian pathways mainly along the Circular Road in the city.

C
handigarh: To cel-
ebrate the 8th An-
niversary of Smart 

Cities Mission, Chandigarh 
Smart City  Limited (CSCL) 
on Sunday appreciated and 
felicitated the citizens of 
Chandigarh for their contri-
bution in making the Pub-
lic Bike Sharing Project a 

a souvenir was presented 
to the users of Smart Bike 
at the docking stations near 
Sukhna Lake and Sector 17 
Chandigarh.

Dehradun Smart City gets two major innovation
driven urban projects
Child-friendly urban mobility works to revamp the existing public transport system in Dehradun while Rs 

entire Nagar Nigam Dehradun.

I
-

opment, Dehradun, the 
capital of Uttarakhand, is 

working on two urban infra-
structure projects that are in-
tegrated, innovation-driven 
and sustainable.

Child – friendly Urban 

works on revamping the ex-
isting public transport sys-
tem and ensuring safety and 
ease of access for commut-
ers, in particular for school 
children in Dehradun. In the 
second, Dehradun Smart 
City has got approval from 
the Department of Eco-

crore external project for 
the expansion of strategic 
components of area-based 
development (ABD) in the 
smart city to the entire Na-
gar Nigam Dehradun.

“Apart from the smart city 
mission, we have undertaken 
two major urban infrastruc-
ture projects. Child-friendly 
urban mobility is one sup-
ported by Agence Francaise 
De Developpement (AFD) 
and another is an external 
Project approved by the 
Central government,” Deh-
radun Smart City CEO Ash-
ish Kumar Srivastava told 
ETGoverment.

said under the external pro-
ject strategic components 
of area-based development 
(ABD) in the smart city 

mission comprising city im-

renewal (redevelopment) 
and city extension (green-

expanded to the entire Na-
gar Nigam Dehradun. He 
added that Dehradun has the 

smart city to get approval for 
the external project from the 
Central government.

Child-friendly urban 
mobility

Child-friendly urban mo-
bility is an initiative under 
the City Investments to In-
novate, Integrate and Sustain 
(CITIIS) programme funded 
by Agence Francaise De 
Developpement (AFD) and 
the European Union (EU) in 
collaboration with the Min-
istry of Housing and Urban 

-
gramme is being implemente 
by the National Institute of 

The city of Dehradun is 
India’s education capital and 
home to over 300 schools. 
However, congested roads, 

monsoon rains make it dif-
ferent for children to get to 
school, leading to delays and 
missed classes. Under the 
CITIIS programme, AFD 
and the EU in collaboration 
with MoHUA and NIUA are 
supporting Dehradun Smart 
City to revamp the city’s 
public transportation system 
and make it safer for chil-
dren to get to school.

“We build schools, we 
place schools, we locate 
schools. And the way be-
tween the schools and the 
houses are such that the 
kids’ parents don’t think it’s 
safe for them to walk,” said 
Michael King, International 
Expert, CITIIS.

“The entire focus of this 
project is on active modes 
of transportation so that chil-
dren can safely use bicycles 
children can safely walk 
between their home and 
schools,” said Ashish Kumar 
Srivastava, who is also Deh-
radun District Magistrate.

The project focuses on 

connectivity and encourag-
ing a shift to public transport 
by upgrading infrastructure. 
The project will transform 
Dehradun into a city that 
is walkable, accessible and 
safe for everyone. The aim 
of the project is to provide 

of grants and technical assis-
tance through international 
and domestic experts. The 
project is being coordinated 
and managed by the pro-
gramme management unit 
(PMU) at the NIUA, New 
Delhi. The project aims at 
creating a modal shift to 
public transportation sys-
tems with, feeder services 
and Non-Motorised Trans-
port (NMT) across the city 
to reduce air pollution, road 
accidents, congestion and 
wastage of time and money 
for residents, students and 

tourists. The project objec-
tives are to revamp the ex-
isting public transport and 
paratransit system through 
strategic utilization of exist-
ing network routes, plying of 
buses and IPTs and develop 
an e-app that will include 

aid tourists, children and 
other commuters.

Agence Francaise De 
Developpement (AFD

According to available 
information, since January 
2016, the AFD has been 
supporting the smart city 
mission (SCM) by providing 
technical assistance to the 
cities of Puducherry, Nag-
pur and Chandigarh. Fol-
lowing the success of this 
project, the Central govern-
ment has commissioned the 
AFD to conceptualize and 
implement an innovative 
programme to support the 
SCM at the national level. 
The CITIIS programme, 
co-developed by the AFD, 
the National Institute for Ur-

Ministry of Housing and Ur-
-

support to around 15 smart 
city projects. Selected fol-
lowing a national challenge, 
these projects will focus on 
the themes of sustainable 
mobility, public open spac-
es, urban e-governance, and 
social innovation for low-in-
come settlements.

Source:- ETGovernment
(12 Mar, 2024)
By:- T Radhakrishna

Smart City
project: 150-ft-
high Tricolour, 

sculpture 
unveiled in 
Dharamsala

A were inaugurated un-
der the Smart City project in 
Dharamsala today.

While inaugurating the 
granite sculpture, local Con-
gress MLA Sudhir Sharma 

-
head sculpture in the world. 
“We will apply for regis-
tration under the Guinness 
World Records,” he said.

Sharma said that the 
sculpture, put up in the Dari 
area of Dharamsala, was the 

He said it would add to the 
beauty of the Smart City.

Anurag Chander Sharma, 
Commissioner of Dharamsa-

sculpture had been crafted by 

by Anil Kumar from Kota 
in Rajasthan. The sculpture, 
made in green granite, is 96 
inches high. Its base ring di-
ameter is 52 inches and the 
central diameter is 17 inch-
es. The weight of the sculp-
ture is 2.7 tonnes, he said.

He also inaugurated a 

brought up at the Kachehri 
crossinga. He said the height 

feet and its pedestal was 2.50 
feet high. The size of the 

30 feet by 20 feet. He said it 

in the state, which had added 
to the beauty of Dharamsa-

been brought up at a cost of 
Rs 18.25 lakh, he said.

Source:- The Tribune, (15 Jan, 2024)

with a strict deadline of June 
2024.

One of the remarkable 
advantages witnessed after 
Article 370’s abrogation is 
the elimination of cost es-
calation in Smart City pro-
jects. The extension of cen-
tral laws and adherence to 
tender terms have ensured 
that project delays or timely 
completions won’t burden 
taxpayers with increased ex-
penses.

The COVID-19 pan-
demic, albeit a temporary 
setback, slowed down the 
pace of some projects, but 
the CEO reassures that the 
focus remains on swift exe-
cution and completion. De-
spite the challenges posed 
by the pandemic, the Jammu 
Smart City Ltd (JSCL) has 
successfully delivered 84 
projects, amounting to Rs 
1479.35 crore. Presently, the 
work is in full swing on the 
40 ongoing projects, which 
collectively represent an es-
timated cost of around Rs 
2102.52 crores.

The transformation of 
Jammu into a Smart City in-
volves various aspects, and 
several noteworthy projects 
have already come to frui-
tion. These include the es-
tablishment of an Integrated 
Command Control and Cen-

tre (ICCC), the widening of 
Jewel Chowk, expansion of 
Apsara Road, implementa-
tion of an Intelligent Traf-

(ITMS), and the splendid 

Bahu Fort.

The Union Territory of 
Jammu and Kashmir has 
witnessed remarkable pro-
gress under the Smart Cities 
Mission, with a total of 187 
projects, worth over Rs 4000 
crore, already completed. 
Simultaneously, work con-
tinues on the remaining 122 
projects, spread across both 
the capital cities of J&K, un-
der the close monitoring of 
the Housing and Urban De-
velopment Department.

-
sues related to the Smart City 
projects are being diligently 
addressed at the highest lev-
els in the administration to 
ensure timely completion as 
per the set timeline.

As the City of Temples 
embarks on its journey to 

becoming a Smart City, 
the nation eagerly watches 
the transformation unfold, 

signaling a brighter and 
more technologically ad-
vanced future for Jammu 
and its residents.

Vikas Nagar and Secretariat.

A six-storied multilevel 
parking with 150 vehicle ca-
pacity is also underconstruc-
tion in Vikas Nagar.

on lifts, foot overbridges and 
the skywalk, the distance be-
tween Vikas Nagar and Sec-
retariat will be covered in 
just 15 minutes, which now 
by car takes around half-an-
hour. The parking facility 

in the Secretariat area,” said 

SSCL General manager 
Ajit Bhardwaj said that in 
all 209 Smart City projects 
with a cost of Rs 709 crore 
are underway in Shimla.

“Shimla is considered as a 
city of pedestrians but space 
for them is shrinking due to 
the growing number vehi-
cles. A major focus of Smart 
City initiative is to provide 
proper pathways to the lo-
cals and tourists through 
widening of roads and de-
veloping sidewalks,” Bhard-
waj said. So far, around 20 
km of pathways have been 
developed, he said.

Parking, a big issue in the 
city, is also being eased with 
the construction of nearly 40 
large and small parking lots, 
he said. 

“We have created capac-
ity for around 5,000 vehi-
cles through large and small 
parkings. With space being 
a limiting factor we develop 
parking lots for even 8-10 
vehicles while looking for 
multi-level parkings near 
places like hospitals and 

-
able,” he said. The SSCL 
has also created an Aajivi-
ka Bhawan costing Rs 10.3 
crore with the help of oth-
er agencies. The building 
has a Tibetan market, eight 
‘smart’ bus stops equipped 
with solar panels, ramp, dig-
ital display, charging points, 
and book cafes.

Construction of a subway 
near St Edward’s school is 
nearing completion.

Source:- Deccan Herald
(01 Jul, 2023)
By:- PTI

The aim behind the activ-
ity is to motivate the popu-
lation to start and increase 
the use of bicycle and give 
their contribution in making 
Chandigarh a pollution free, 
clean and green city. 

Chandigarh Smart City 

milestone by implement-
ing the Largest Public Bike 
Sharing (PBS) project in 
India. The project, execut-
ed through a Public-Private 
Partnership (PPP), ), show-
cases the power of collabo-
ration between the govern-
ment and private entities 
to achieve remarkable out-

comes.

The objective of the PBS 
project in Chandigarh was to 
improve mobility and pro-
vide residents with a con-
venient and accessible mode 

comprised a combination of 
electric and pedal bikes, ca-
tering to diverse needs and 
preferences. The success of 
the PBS project can be meas-
ured by the impressive num-
bers it has garnered. To date, 
the project has achieved a 
substantial user base, with 
an impressive 3.27 lakh reg-
istered users. 
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People participated in heritage walk organized in Ujjain 
on 13 February 2022                                       (14 FEB, 2022)
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Asia Resilient Cities Project Announces 
Rajkot, India as Partner City

Source:- JSI, (10 May, 2023)

T
he Asia Resilient Cit-
ies (ARC) project is 
proud to partner with 

the Rajkot Municipal Cor-

and residents to mitigate 
cross-cutting urban devel-
opment challenges. The 
USAID-funded project, led 
by JSI, will promote sustain-
able urban growth; support 
resilient, low-carbon urban 

infrastructure; and integrate 
climate change and environ-
mental considerations into 
urban approaches. ARC will 
also connect city residents, 
governments, and other in-
terested parties to create en-
during relationships.

Rajkot is the fourth-larg-
est city of Gujarat State 
in India, and is one of the 
state’s prime commercial 
and industrial centers. The 
city, which sits along the 
western coast of India, is 
home to almost 2 million 
people. Rajkot is part of 
India’s Smart City Mission 
and was named India’s sev-
enth-cleanest city under the 
Clean India Mission (Swa-
chh Bharat Abhiyan). In 
recent years, the frequency 
and intensity of heat waves 
in Rajkot have increased, 
with temperatures as high as 
45°C in the summer.

ARC will partner with 
the Rajkot Municipal Cor-
poration, other government 

departments, academia, civil 
society organizations, and 
residents. This diverse group 
will co-design activities that 
sustain livable environments 
in the face of climate change. 
Throughout its partnership 
with the city, ARC will em-
ploy a variety of tools to 
support a systems approach 
to sustainable urban devel-
opment, and include people 
who are often left out of ur-
ban planning.

City residents are ARC’s 
biggest resource for making 
change. ARC will go beyond 
simply including residents 
in conversations by involv-
ing them in setting the city 
agenda, changing the econo-
my, and advocating for what 
their communities need. The 
project will also build hu-
man resources capacity in 
city government and active-
ly engage the business com-
munity, other development 
projects, and civil society.
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Raipur Smart City has reading spaces for everyone. For culture & heritage, it is Anand Samaj Library; for 
 (01 JUL, 2019)

Indore Smart City river front development. Recreational open spaces along the Kahn River         (25 OCT, 2022)

(04 APR, 2022)

Sh. Byrathi Basavaraj, Hon’ble Minister Urban Development Department, Government of Karnataka; Sh. Byrathi 
Basavaraj, Hon’ble Minister Urban Development Department, Government of Karnataka and Sh. Ahul Kapoor, 

Streets Capacity Development Workshop in Bengaluru Smart City.                                  (04 JUL, 2022)   
                                                                                                                                                           

Housing and Basic Service for Urban Poor project at Mariyamma Nagar in Tumakuru Smart City     (19 APR , 2021)

Bhubaneswar Smart City developed 0.37 Acres Park at Saheed Nagar with child 
friendly components                                   (30 AUG, 2021)              
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Bareilly Sets the Bar as 1st District in U.P. to 

Source:- Hindustan  Times,
(07 Oct, 2023)
By:- HT Correspondent

The Gistrictboasts A Total Of 2,546 Governmentschools,Including 2,483 Basic Department Schools And 
63 Government Inter Colleges, All Of Which Now Have Access To Smart Classes.

L
UCKNOW Bareilly 
has achieved a re-
markable milestone 

not only in Uttar Pradesh 
but potentially in the entire 
country to grant access to 
smart classrooms in all gov-

ernment schools.

The district boasts a to-
tal of 2,546 government 
schools, including 2,483 
basic department schools 
and 63 government inter 
colleges, all of which now 
have access to smart class-
es. Impressively, out of the 
15,000 smart schools across 

Uttar Pradesh, 2,500 are 
situated within the Bareilly 
district itself, marking a sig-

the region, according to Jag 
Pravesh, IAS, chief develop-

-
able achievement, direc-
tor-general of School Edu-
cation, Vijay Kiran Anand, 
commended Bareilly for set-
ting an exemplary standard 
for all other districts in Uttar 

Pradesh. He also mentioned 

who played a crucial role in 
this transformative mission.

Vijay Kiran Anand dis-
closed that nearly 60% of 
these smart classrooms re-
ceived funding from the 
government, with 20% be-
ing sponsored through Cor-

porate Social Responsibility 
initiatives, and the remain-
ing 20% supported by the 
Bareilly Development Au-
thority.

Sanjay Singh, the Ba-
sic Shiksha Adhikari, said, 
“Previously, only 700 
schools in the district were 
equipped with smart class-
es. However, in the past 15 
months, we expedited the 
implementation process and 
successfully accomplished 
the task.”

The introduction of smart 

district’s unwavering com-
mitment to providing stu-
dents with access to innova-
tive educational tools. These 
smart classrooms leverage 
digital technology to elevate 
the teaching and learning 
experience, fostering inter-
active and engaging lessons. 

from multimedia content, 
educational videos, and 
interactive presentations, 
empowering them to grasp 
complex concepts with ease.

As part of the Nipun 
Bharat program, it is en-
visioned that each student 
must acquire basic numera-

cy and literacy skills. To re-
alize this vision, classroom 
content is locally developed, 
ensuring that students derive 

“The primary advantage 
of smart classrooms is their 
ability to engage students,” 
stated the BSA. “The ma-
jority of our students come 
from underprivileged rural 
backgrounds, and they are 
eager learners. Smart class-
es have enhanced their at-
tention spans, and the audio 
and visual representation of 
textbook content has signif-
icantly improved their com-
prehension skills, resulting 
in a higher quality of learn-
ing.”

The chief development 
-

portance of digital litera-
cy in the modern era. “We 

world, anyone lacking ac-
cess to the internet and dig-
ital literacy will fall behind. 
In line with Mahatma Gan-
dhi’s ‘Antyodaya’ mantra, 
we recognised the need to 
provide students with access 
to the internet and digital 
content.”

Best Cities in India 2023 List: Hyderabad, Pune and 
Bengaluru Highest Placed Among Indian  Cities in 
Mercer’s Worldwide Quality of Living Ranking, 
Vienna Bags Top Position

Source:- Latest LY
(12 Dec, 2023)

N
ew Delhi, December 
12: Hyderabad with 
a rank of 153, Pune 

at 154 and Bengaluru in the 
156th position are the three 
highest placed among Indian 
cities in Mercer’s worldwide 
quality of living ranking for 
2023 which rates Vienna in 
Austria at the top of the list. 
Chennai is the fourth Indian 
city in the list at the 161 spot 
followed by Mumbai at 164. 
Kolkata (170) and New Del-
hi (172).

Mercer’s Quality of Liv-
ing data assesses the prac-
ticalities of daily life for 
expatriate employees and 

Locations from Middle East also ranked low including Sana’a (Yemen), at 238, where its ranking sig-

(Iraq), ranked at 240, who is seeking to rebuild its infrastructure.

their families in assignment 
locations worldwide. Vi-
enna retained its top posi-
tion in the list, which was 
last published in pre-Covid 
2019. The survey describes 
the city as “known for its 
rich history, stunning archi-
tecture, and vibrant cultural 

-
dents a high standard of liv-
ing in various aspects” 

Greater Chennai Corpora-
tion Incorporates Learnings 
from Smart Cities Mission 
into Its Other Projects

It is followed by Zurich, 
Switzerland and Aukland, 
New Zealand in second and 
third place, respectively. 
Places with lower quality 
of living include several 
African cities –N’Djamena 

(Chad), Bangui (Central Af-
rican Republic) and Khar-
toum (Sudan), rank 236th, 
239th and 241st, respective-
ly.

Locations from Middle 
East also ranked low in-
cluding Sana’a (Yemen), at 
238, where its ranking sig-
nals the need for continued 
attention to humanitarian 

initiatives. Also, Baghdad 
(Iraq), ranked at 240, who is 
seeking to rebuild its infra-
structure.

In addition to the seven 
European countries in the 
top 10, other notable cit-
ies with a high quality of 
living include Amsterdam, 
The Netherlands (14th); 
Oslo, Norway (24th); Stock-
holm, Sweden (26th); Par-
is, France (32nd); Helsinki, 
Finland (34th); and Dublin, 
Ireland (42nd). In the UK, 
London secures the 45th 
position, followed by Ab-
erdeen (49th), Edinburgh 
(51st), Glasgow (54th), Bir-
mingham (60th), and Belfast 
(67th).

Eastern European cities 
such as Prague, Czech Re-
public (71st); Budapest, 
Hungary (80th); and War-
saw, Poland (84th), are ex-
periencing a slight decrease 
in the quality of living in re-

Surveillance equipment to be installed 
in Maha Kumbh at Prayagraj Smart City

A
s the state govern-
ment has decided 
that state-of- the-

art equipment will be in-
stalled to monitor the entire 
Sangam area during Maha 
Kumbh-2025, the entire in-
frastructure to keep a close 
vigil on the mela area will 

Source:- The Times Of India
(09 Jul, 2023)

be managed by the Smart 
city authorities.

The infrastructure will be 
operated by a private entity, 
but the control will be with 
the government security 
agency, controlled centrally 
from Integrated Command 
and Control Centre (ICCC).

The surveillance system 
that would be put in place 

during Mahakumbh would 
manage several aspects. 
The system will monitor the 
crowd movement through a 
network of CCTV cameras. 
Likewise, the lost and found 
centre will be revamped into 
a state-of-the-art facility. 
Technology will also be used 
in crowd management and 
all parking sites will be mon-
itored by cameras. There will 

be a number of display sites 
wherein important messages 
will be displayed and securi-
ty devices with sensors will 
be installed at key locations. 
There will be arrangements 
for data center and disaster 
recovery as video analysis of 
protective measures will be 
done. The security and traf-

to ICCC.

cent years. They have faced 
various challenges including 
economic instability, polit-
ical unrest, and social ine-
quality that have impacted 
the well-being of its resi-
dents.

In Africa, Port Louis, lo-
cated in Mauritius, is ranked 
88th globally with the best 
quality of living standards 
and safest in Africa. It is 
followed by Victoria, the 
capital of Seychelles, which 
holds the 98th position in 
the ranking. South Africa 
has several cities featured in 
the ranking, including Cape 
Town (102nd), Johannes-
burg (105th), and Durban 
(110th).

Other notable cities in Af-
rica with a relatively high 
quality of living include 
Rabat, Morocco (127th); 
Tunis, Tunisia (131st); 
and Casablanca, Morocco 
(136th). In the Middle East, 
Dubai, ranked at 79th place, 
and Abu Dhabi, ranked at 
84th place, are the two ma-
jor cities in the United Arab 
Emirates. These cities are 
renowned for their modern 
infrastructure and diverse 
expatriate communities.

To read more,
Scan:
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Smart Integrated Digital Library at Bilaspur Smart City                      (28 MAR, 2022)

based Parking.                                              (21 SEPT, 2020)

Coimbatore Smart City has revitalized Periyakulam 
Lake into a vibrant public space               (07 OCT, 2019)
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Smart Cities Mission: Chennai 
Undergoing Transformation 
with Development of Major
Infrastructure

‘Giving Better Health 
are Facilities Topmost 
Priority of Belagavi 
Smart City’

Union Ministry Lauds 
Smart City Projects

Source:- dailyhunt
(30 Nov, 2023)

Source:- Millennium Post, (03 Nov, 2023)
By:- Dhirendra kumar

Source:- The Times of India, (16 Aug, 2023)

C
hennai, Nov 30 (PTI) 
Pedestrian-friendly 
roads, smart classes, 

parks for disabled children, 
cycling tracks, an intelligent 

-
ing water bodies are some 
of the projects undertaken 
by authorities in Chennai to 
transform it under the Smart 
Cities Mission, according to 

A suspension bridge with 
-

vakkam lake is also among 
such projects.

As part of a pilot project, 
students of a school run by 
the Greater Chennai Corpo-
ration (GCC) in the Kottur 
area have been provided tab-
lets, through which they are 
taught by their teachers, an 

If the idea is successful, it 
will be implemented in other 
schools as well.

Tamil Nadu Additional 
Chief Secretary and GCC 
Commissioner J Radhakr-
ishnan said the Smart Cities 
Mission (SCM) has evoked 
a lot of enthusiasm among 
people and that is why the 
participation is high.

The commissioner said 
that under the mission, 
Chennai has been doing a 
number of activities.

created a command and 
control centre. Then, we are 
constructing a very impor-
tant green building, which 
was awarded the highest 
rating by the Great Building 
Congress recently,” he told 
PTI.

Chennai Smart City Mission 
Limited, a special purpose 
vehicle, was formed to trans-
form Chennai into a resilient 
world-class commercial city 
that is economically vibrant, 
ecologically sustainable and 
inclusive.

C
oimbatore: The city 
corporation has re-
ceived a pat on its 

back from the Union hous-
-

istry for the projects imple-
mented under  the smart city 
mission.

Recently, the Union gov-
ernment had sent a media 
delegation from New Del-
hi to amplify the smart city 
projects carried out by the 
city corporation to the rest of 
the country. The housing and 

now tweeted the stories pub-
lished by the media houses, 
appreciating the civic body.

The ministry has ap-
preciated the construction 
of Thiruvalluvar statue at 
Kurichi Lake using Tamil 
alphabets,  development 
of model roads, lakefront 
promenades and the 11- me-

tre-tall media tree at Race 
Course.

“Under the smart cities 
mission, a 25ft tall steel stat-
ue of legendary Tamil poet 
Thiruvalluvar has been in-
stalled near  

Kurichikulam lakeside. It 

India using more than 3,000 
alphabets. It is an exception-
al  tribute to the city’s rich 
heritage and intellectual leg-
acy, ” the ministry tweeted, 
appreciating the statue.

“Coimbatore’s smart city 
transformation shines bright 
with the ‘Media Tree’ - an 
11m tall LED tower display-
ing vital info & entertain-
ment. Model roads at Race 
Course &  DB Road blend 
aesthetics & functionality,” 
the ministry’s another tweet 
read.

B
ELAGAVI (Karnata-
ka): At a time when 
most of the projects 

undertaken under the Smart 
Cities Mission are related 
to the strengthening of in-
frastructure, construction of 
roads, developing better civ-
ic amenities, the Belagavi 
Smart City Ltd (BSCL) has 
revamped Belagavi district 
hospital to make it a saviour 
for poor patients belonging 
to not only Karnataka, but 
for its neighbouring states of 
Goa and Maharashtra. Giv-
en that the district was not 
having any dedicated knee 
and hip transplant facility 
at government healthcare 
centre, the Belagavi Smart 
City Ltd (BSCL) provided 
a modular operation thea-
tre (OT) and an ambulance 
equipped with OT to the Be-
lagavi Institute of Medical 
Science (BIMS) under the 
smart city mission.

While talking to Millen-
nium Post, Belagavi Smart 
City CEO Syeda Afreen 
Bellary said, “I realized the 
need of a modular OT and 
advanced lifesaving ambu-
lances at the hospital during 
the time of Covid pandemic 
and at that time I was post-
ed here as the administrator. 
The knee and hip transplant 
is done here for free of cost.” 
Notably, Belagavi was the 

-
lected under the Smart Cities 
Mission in 2015 and the pro-
jects were started in 2018. 
The BSCL has completed 96 
projects out of 102 projects 
under the mission. With 
health as its core area of 
project implementation, the 
BSCL has also constructed a 
30-bed maternity hospital at 
Vantamuri and a 10-bed hos-
pital primary health centre at 
Vadgaon.

Commenting on the ben-

Director Dr Ashok Kumar 
Shetty, who is a close rel-
ative of noted cardiac sur-
geon Dr Devi Shetty, said, 

“We are seeing around 1,500 
patients daily and more than 
1,000 are admitted here. 
Patients from several oth-
er districts come here for 
the treatment. Currently we 
have 1,040 beds in the hos-
pital. It would not go wrong, 
if we say that it’s the new 
AIIMS of Karnataka.” Be-
sides, a new therapy centre 
at Mahatma Phule Garden 
has also been opened under 
the mission to provide com-
prehensive facilities for spe-
cially-abled children, said 
Bellary. Named after educa-
tionist and social reformer 
Jyotirao Phule, the park is 
designed with “inclusive-
ness” as the main feature 
which aims to ease the life 
of children by providing 
them with customised thera-
py and play equipment, she 
said.

The B.Com graduate 
Roma Hasmani, a resident of 
Belagavi, is happy to share 
the fact that her 11-year-old 
daughter is witnessing im-
provements after she start-
ed bringing her child to the 
centre from 2021 onwards. 
Hasmani, who is medically 

child just because the pri-
orities of her special child 
may get ignored. Hasmani 
supports her husband in his 
business and always takes 
their daughter to every so-
cial event. The Belagavi 
Smart City has spent Rs 871 
crore out of the total Rs 930 
crore allocated to the spe-
cial purpose vehicle. Hail-

ADG (media) Rajeev Jain, 
who looks after the publicity 
work of Ministry of Hous-

“The BSCL has developed 
the city with a human touch 
as the Belagavi Smart City 
CEO Syeda Afreen Bellary 
has utilized the sanctioned 
budget for building a robust 
healthcare infrastructure. 
It’s a very unique initiative.”

of the 46 projects under the 
Smart Cities Mission, 45 
have already been complet-
ed. Rajeev Jain, spokesper-
son of the Union Housing 

which is mandated to imple-
ment the SCM, said Chennai 
has undertaken some “very 
innovative” projects.

“The Pondy Market area, 
which used to be congested, 
has been completely rede-
veloped with a pedestrian 
plaza and other facilities like 
an automated multi-level car 
parking with a capacity of 
230 cars, which has made 
life easier for visitors and 
shopkeepers as well,” Jain 
told PTI.

Chennai Smart City Limited 
said that as part of the SCM, 

been built near the Napier 
bridge, a move that is aimed 

awareness among school-
children.

-
bles children to gain hands-
on experience in crossing 
streets alone, or with another 
pedestrian, or on a bicycle to 
demonstrate safety challeng-
es in a highly controlled en-
vironment devoid of actual 
motor vehicles,” he said.

said, 15 temple tanks and 
64 water bodies have been 
restored. This has helped in 
maintaining the groundwa-
ter level in the vicinity of 
the tanks and water bodies, 
he said.

Support infrastructure for 
the public, such as an open 
gym, mediation centre and 
walking pathways around 
water bodies were also de-
veloped as part of the pro-
ject.

“The Command and Control 
Centre (CCC), which has 
been established under the 
Smart Cities Mission, serves 
as a decision-support engine 
for the city administrators 
in the day-to-day operations 
and also during exigency sit-
uations,” he added.

-
cial, the strategic compo-
nents of a smart city include 
area-based development 
(ABD), in which smart solu-
tions are applied to a select-
ed area, and pan-city devel-
opment, in which they are 
implemented to cover the 
entire city.

as part of the SCM, ener-
gy-saving LED lights have 
been installed in area-based 
development areas.

A total of 6,333 street-
lights have been installed 
in ABD areas. All of them 
have been converted to en-
ergy-saving LEDs. Around 
1,772 LED lights have been 
installed with the help of 
funds released under the 
Smart Cities Mission.

Chennai was selected 

cities by the Union Housing 

The Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi-led government 

Cities Mission on June 25, 
2015, and 100 cities were 
selected for redevelopment 
through a two-stage compe-
tition from January 2016 to 
June 2018.

A cycle sharing system 
has also been created in the 
city under which 134 elec-
tric smart bike stations have 
been set up across Chennai.

Under the Smart Cities 
Mission, Chennai has also 
developed bicycle lanes to 
make roads safer for every-
one, especially cyclists, the 

In May this year, the Un-
ion Housing and Urban Af-
fairs Ministry extended the 
deadline for the Smart Cities 
Mission till June 2024 fol-
lowing requests from some 
cities that sought more time 
to complete their ongoing 
projects.

India’s current urban pop-
ulation of around 46 crore is 
projected to double in the 
next 25 years. PTI BUN 
DIV DIV

Smart Cities Mission Giving 
Wings to Dreams of  
Competitive Exam Aspirants

“Under the Smart Cities Mission, students can utilise the facilities, 
including tablets, to prepare for competitive exams,” he added

Source:- Business Standard
(02 Dec, 2023)

“Several Students Come here Every Day to Study. So, Setting up a Modern Library is a 
Good step,” Kiran said

W
aking up at the 
crack of dawn, 
26-year-old Uday 

Kiran from Madurai travels 
20 km to a park near Ta-
mukkam Road for an intense 
cramming session with the 
sole aim of clearing the cov-
eted Tamil Nadu Civil Ser-
vices Exam.

Kiran is one of the around 
150 youngsters who con-
verge at the three-acre park -- 
a hub for competitive exam 
aspirants -- almost every day 

-
vironment” for group study, 
even if that entails sitting un-
der the shade of a tree in hot 
and muggy weather.

however, courtesy of the 
Smart Cities Mission under 
which a library and knowl-
edge centre with modern fa-

cilities, including tablets, is 
being set up on Tamukkam 
Road for Rs 2.5 crore.

“We have set up this mod-
ern library at Madurai’s Ta-
mukkam Road, which will 
facilitate youths to access 
to digital study material and 
as well as several books,” 
Ruban Suresh, Chief Engi-
neer of Madurai Municipal 
Corporation, told PTI.

“Under the Smart Cities 
Mission, students can utilise 
the facilities, including tab-
lets, to prepare for competi-
tive exams,” he added.

Kiran said while the park 
-

ing environment, a mod-
ern library will prove to be 

students.

“Several students come 

here every day to study. So, 
setting up a modern library 
is a good step,” Kiran said.

Twenty-year-old Priyan-
ka, also a Tamil Nadu Civil 
Services aspirant, regularly 
visits the park on Tamuk-
kam Road along with her 
friend Lavaniya for group 
study sessions. She rued that 
the open-air setup, especial-
ly in hot and rainy weather, 

the students.

“I come from a very small 
village and this place (Ta-
mukkam Maidan) is impor-
tant for students as they get 

sessions and discussions,” 
Priyanka told PTI.

However, when it rains or 
if the weather is extremely 
hot and humid, it becomes 

study, she rued.

“With the construction 
of a library and knowledge 
centre, it will help students 
to prepare better,” Priyanka 
told PTI. 

Mukesh Kannan, who has 
been coming to the park for 
the last six months, voiced 
similar concerns. When 
there is heavy rain, it leads 
to waterlogging in the park 
and there is no proper place 
to sit and study, he said.

Now, AI-based Waste 
Management to solve 
city’s garbage woes

K
ochi: Cochin Smart 
Mission Limited 
(CSML) is planning 

-
telligence (AI) based solid 
waste

Management system in 
the city corporation area to 

-
tively. Within a period of 
four months, CSML will 
roll out a “smart system” 
for monitoring, controlling, 
and disposal of solid waste 
in corporation ABD areas—
from Rajendra Maidan to 
Marine Drive—initially and 
extend the project to other 
wards later.

CSML’s integrated com-
mand control and commu-
nication centre (IC4) plat-
form to be used for smart 
garbage management will 
have standard operating pro-

management information 
systems (MIS), dashboards, 
etc.

CSML has issued a ten-
der for implementing the 
project. As per the docu-
ment, the proposed AI sys-
tem will analyze changes in 
waste volume at each loca-
tion in the city on a daily ba-
sis besides detecting waste 

dumping in public places. 
As part of the project, each 

be provided with an Android 
point of sale (POS) system 
along with a mobile appli-
cation for waste collection, 
tracking, and management.

The information would be 
sent to the Haritha Mithram 
app and IC4’s central soft-
ware system on a real-time 
basis for alert generation. 
During waste collection, 

materials would be weighed 
using an interlinked digital 
weighing machine and the 
categorized data would be 
updated in the mobile app. 
After collecting payments 
from the customers, print-
outs of receipts would be 
handed over to them.

“Internet of things (IoT)-
based weighing sensors 
would be used at material 
collection centres and re-
source recovery facilities to 
measure incoming waste and 
outgoing materials,” said the 
project’s tender document. 
“The proposed “smart bin” 
will have the capability to 
send alerts on its usage pat-

IC4, in real-time. They will 
be equipped with a self-clos-
ing mechanism to prevent 
odour and pest infestation”, 
said the tender document.

Shaji V Nair, CEO, 
CSML, said the integrated 
approach with AI assistance 
can revolutionize waste 
management in the city. “We 
can ensure timely collec-
tion and removal of waste 
through real-time tracking 
and monitoring from a sin-
gle control centre,” he said.
Not everyone is convinced 

-
mentation on the ground to 
ensure proper waste treat-
ment. “A major issue the 
city faces is the lack of treat-
ment facilities for collected 
waste. Besides ensuring the 
movement of waste through 
smart systems, authorities 
should also focus on smart 
projects to treat waste ma-
terials properly,” said Eben-
ezer Chullikkad of Greater 
Cochin Development Watch.

C N Manoj, an expert on 
waste management, said the 
authorities will have to en-
sure that proper action is tak-
en based on the data gener-
ated through the AI system. 
“We need a smart system to 
track the movement of waste 
as we have to monitor the 
activities of Haritha Karma 
Sena, including fee collec-
tion. But, we should ensure 
follow-up actions based on 
the data generated through 
surveillance and other smart 
systems,” he said.

Source:- Times of India
(22 Feb, 2024)

To read more,
Scan:
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The Mission Director (SCM) Mr. Kunal Kumar awarding Chandigarh Smart City 
for their success in Cycles 4 Change initiative, during Pimpri Chinchwad’s National 
Workshop on Streets and Public aces. Chandigarh Smart City won 3 awards under 
Cycles 4 Change Initiative.                                                                           (08 JAN, 2024)

Silvassa Smart City taking a pledge toward a cycle-friendly city on World  Bicycle 
Day                                                                         (30 MAY , 2022)
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India, Asian Development Bank 
sign $61 million loan agreement to 
boost urban services in Agartala
Source:- Business Today, (15 Nov, 2021)

The Government of India and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) on Monday 
signed a $61 million loan agreement to improve livability, harness technology, 
and promote new developments to accommodate the expanding population in 
Agartala city while building the capacity of state agencies to improve service 
delivery.

T
he government signed 
the Agartala City Ur-
ban Development Pro-

ject agreement with ADB 
representative Takeo Kon-
ishi, Country Director of 
ADB’s India Resident Mis-
sion, a statement from the 
Finance Ministry said.

After signing the loan 
agreement, Rajat Kumar 
Mishra, Additional Secre-
tary, Department of Eco-

Finance, said that the project 
is aligned to the vision of 
the Smart City Mission. He 
said it would upgrade urban 

infrastructure services and 
improve Agartala’s livabil-
ity by providing better road 

measures, and making tour-
ist places more attractive.

“Through this project, 
ADB will catalyze synergies 
with the smart city compo-
nents being implemented 
in Agartala through an un-
derground utility corridor 
with shifting electrical lines, 
incorporating elderly, wom-

-
ly-abled features, improving 
road geometry along with 
urban design interventions,” 

said Konishi.

He said that asset man-
agement and sustainability 
strategy, capacity-building 
of tourism operators and 
livelihood improvement of 
street vendors and artisans 
will serve as a model to oth-
er assets and tourist attrac-
tions in Agartala and other 
cities in the state of Tripura.

The project will build and 
upgrade 48 kilometres (km) 
of new or existing stormwa-
ter drainage and construct 
23 km of climate-resilient 
urban roads.

Other interventions in-
clude renovating open 
spaces and creating wa-
ter recreation and lakeside 
walkways in the Maharaja 
Bir Bikram College lake and 
the Ujjayanta Palace.

Developing Agartala’s 
central and north zones as 
models of area-based devel-
opment is expected to have 

cities and towns, making ur-
ban areas more livable, cit-
izen-friendly, resilient, and 
sustainable, the statement 
said.

Sikkim 
Leads in 
Green 
Hydrogen 
Smart City: 
Greater 
Gangtok 
Chosen
Source:- Construction World
(26 Sep, 2023)

S
ikkim, a trailblazer in 
sustainable develop-
ment, has taken a sig-

and smart future. The state 
has chosen Greater Gangtok 
as the site for its ambitious 
Green Hydrogen Smart City 
project. This groundbreak-
ing initiative aims to harness 
the power of green hydrogen 
technology to create a sus-
tainable urban ecosystem.

Green hydrogen, pro-
duced using renewable en-
ergy sources, is a clean and 

the potential to revolutionise 
urban infrastructure. Sik-
kim’s decision to implement 
this technology in Greater 

-
mitment to reducing carbon 
emissions and ensuring a 
cleaner environment for fu-
ture generations.

The Green Hydro-
gen Smart City project in 
Greater Gangtok is poised 
to become a model for 
eco-friendly urban planning 
and development. By inte-
grating renewable energy 
sources, advanced technolo-
gy, and smart infrastructure, 
Sikkim aims to create a city 
that sets new standards for 
sustainability and livability.

This visionary project 
underscores Sikkim’s ded-
ication to environmental 
stewardship and positions it 
as a frontrunner in the glob-
al transition towards green-
er and smarter cities. It’s a 
remarkable step towards a 
brighter and more sustaina-
ble future for both the state 
and the nation.

Mizoram: Smart Cities Mission 
launches 5G-enabled Ambulances 
at Zoram Medical College

Source:- India Today NE
(07 Oct, 2023)

Two 5G-enabled Advanced Life Support (ALS) Ambulances have been handed over to 
Zoram Medical College and Civil Hospital Aizawl by Smart Cities Mission.

T
wo 5G-enabled Ad-
vanced Life Support 
(ALS) Ambulances 

have been handed over to 
Zoram Medical College and 
Civil Hospital Aizawl by 
Smart Cities Mission.

Under the Smart Cities 
Mission, a total of 8 ambu-
lances will be provided to 8 

hospitals within Aizawl, in-
cluding private hospitals.

The 5G ALS Ambulance, 
provided by Aizawl Smart 

its kind in the state of Mi-
zoram. Each ambulance is 

cardiac monitor, transport 
ventilator, syringe infusion 
pump, video and audio con-
ference devices for doctors 
to assist paramedics while 

transporting patients under 
critical conditions, portable 
oxygen, spinal board, and 
scoop stretchers, among 
other equipment inside the 
vehicle.

The main objective is to 

who are in critical condition, 
ensuring they receive neces-
sary treatment on time while 
being transported to the hos-
pital in case of emergencies.

Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar: ‘Mazi 
Smart Bus’ Turns 6 Years Old
Sanjay Supekar, Chief Transport Manager, highlighted the anniversary celebration at the 
Chikalthana Workshop in Mukundwadi

T
he Smart City Bus 
Service in Chhatrapati 
Sambhajinagar cele-

brated its sixth anniversary 
on Tuesday, marking a sig-

-

ing transportation services 
to the city. Since its incep-
tion, the bus service, known 
as ‘Mazi Smart Bus,’ has 
evolved to meet the growing 
demands, now serving ap-
proximately 30,000 passen-
gers daily compared to the 
initial 3,000.

Operated under the guid-

Source:- Free Press Journal
(23 Jan, 2024)
By:- Manish Gajbhiye

ance of Municipal Commis-
sioner and Smart City CEO 
G Srikanth within the Chha-
trapati Sambhajinagar Mu-
nicipal Corporation (CSMC) 
jurisdiction, the 
bus service has 
become a vital 
component of 
the city’s pub-
lic transporta-
tion network. 
Launched on 
January 23, 
2019, by the 
civic body, the 
service gained popularity, 
particularly among students 
and working professionals.

Sanjay Supekar, Chief 
Transport Manager, high-
lighted the anniversary cel-
ebration at the Chikalthana 
Workshop in Mukundwadi. 
“Passengers at major bus 
stops, including Cidco, were 

cultural programme was 
organised at Sant Eknath 
Rangmandir to honour the 
drivers, conductors, and oth-

er depot 
e m p l o y -
ees,” he 
said.

“ C u r -
rently, 90 
buses are 
operation-
al, with 
plans to 
expand the 

buses soon. The daily rid-
ership has surged to around 
30,000 passengers, and dur-
ing a recent auto-rickshaw 
strike, the bus service ac-
commodated up to 77,000 
passengers in a single day,” 
Supekar added.
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Shri Kunal Kumar, JS & Mission Director, Smart Cities Mission, MoHUA addressing the gathering at Bombay 
(04 APR, 2022)

Rourkela and Pune feature in the 2021 Global Mayors Challenge Champion Cities                   (15 JUN , 2021)
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Smart City Projects are Driving up 
Prices of Real Estate: MD Hubballi 
Dharwad Smart City Ltd
Projects of the Smart Cities Mission under the Union Ministry of Housing and 

prices near Tolankere Lake have seen a two-fold increase in three years, says 
Rudresh S Ghali Managing Director, Hubballi Dharwad Smart City Limited.

H
UBBALLI: Projects 
of the Smart Cities 
Mission under the 

Union Ministry of Housing 
-

ing up real estate prices in 
Hubballi, Karnataka and 
land prices near Tolankere 
Lake have seen a two-fold 
increase in three years, says

Rudresh S Ghali Manag-
ing Director, Hubballi Dhar-
wad Smart City Limited.

Before the redevelopment 
of the Tolankere Lake, land 
prices were around Rs 2,000 
per square feet, but after the 
redevelopment of the lake it 
has shot up to Rs 4,000 per 
sq feet, said locals residing 
there.

Tolankere Lake is one of 
the important open spaces 
and the second largest lake 
in Hubballi Dharwad city. 
The lake has been trans-
formed by Hubballi Dhar-
wad Smart City Limited at a 
cost of Rs 25 crore.

The lake surrounding 

groups including walkways, 
children play area, amphi-
theater, meditation area, 
parking facility for two and 
four wheelers.

Talking to ANI, Managing 
Director, Hubballi Dharwad 
Smart City Limited Rudresh 
S Ghali said, “Everyone 
likes to have a property 
where infrastructure is good. 
There is great demand for 

-

ere lake or Green Mobility 
Corridor project. Everyone 
wants to buy property and 
due to increase in demand 
the rates of the properties 
are gone up. Green Mobility 
Corridor project in Hubballi 
Dharwad city is an excellent 

open spaces. The project 
converted the Nala area into 
a 9.25-kilometre green cor-
ridor for pedestrians and cy-
clists, creating a space for a 
healthy and active lifestyle.”

Small parks along the cor-
ridor provide a recreational 
spot for citizens. Further, 

prize under innovative cat-
egory in India Smart Cities 
Conclave.

“The central government 
launched the Smart Cities 
Mission (SCM) on June 25, 
2015. 100 smart cities were 
selected through several 
rounds of competition from 
January 2016 to June 2018. 
Hubballi-Dharwad was one 
of seven cities selected from 

Karnataka.” he added.

Ghali said, “Hubballi was 
awarded 63 projects under 
the Smart City Mission. 
Out of 63 projects, 59 have 
been completed. Our target 
is to complete the remaining 
three projects by June 2024. 
We have covered 49 kilo-
metres of road, which are 
called smart roads.”

Hubballi-Dharwad Smart 
City Limited has redevel-
oped Chitaguppi Hospital to 
provide high-quality health-
care services to the people 
of Hubballi-Dharwad. It has 
been converted into hi-tech, 
multi-specialty hospitals 
with world-class equipment.

Another key project is 
Bengeri Central, which has 
been built and equipped 
with various facilities for 
farmers and street vendors. 
In this market, built by Hub-
balli-Dharwad Smart City 
Limited, buyers of vegeta-
bles gather every Saturday, 
and the farmers are free from 
the meddling of middlemen.

Source:- The Economic Times
(29 Oct 2023)

Tripura: Agartala Smart City To Get Asia’s 
Largest Fountain In Ujjayanta Palace’s Lake

A
gartala, Novem-
ber 16, 2022: Asia’s 
largest fountain of 

120 metres long will be in-
stalled in one of the lakes 
of Ujjayanta Palace here as 
part of ‘Smart Cities Mis-
sion’ within January 2023, 
said CEO of Agartala Smart 
City Limited (ASCL) Dr 
Shailesh Kumar Yadav on 
Tuesday.

A meeting of the City 
Level Advisory Forum 
(CLAF) was chaired by the 
union minister of state Pra-
tima Bhoumik at the confer-
ence hall of Agartala Munic-
ipal Corporation here this 
morning. This meeting has 
been attended by CEO of 
ASCL and AMC Commis-
sioner Dr SK Yadav, AMC 
Mayor Dipak Majumder, 
MLA Dr Dilip Das and 14 

-
ent professions.

Speaking to media per-
sonnel on the sidelines of 
the CLAF meeting, Dr Ya-
dav said that the meeting 
focused on the works done 
under ASCL, funds spent 
and what is still left to be 
done. “The central govern-
ment released Rs 294 crore 
and the state government 
gave Rs 78 crore. The total 
amount stands at Rs 372 
crore and out of this, works 
worth Rs 342 crore has been 
completed so far. In total, 67 

Meghalaya’s CM
Initiates Three 
Major Projects 
for Shillong’s 

Decongestion City

Source:- India Today NE
(12 Mar, 2024)

Meghalaya’s Chief Minister Has Inaugurated Three 

And Decongestion. The Projects Are Set To Provide 
Better Infrastructure, Stimulate Local Business 
Growth, And Serve As Social Hubs.

M
eghalaya’s Chief 
Minister has laid 
the foundation for 

aimed at beautifying and 
reducing congestion in Shil-
long city. 

The initiatives include the 
Development of Parking In-
frastructure under Shillong 
Smart City Pvt Ltd, which 
entails the creation of over 
1200 parking spaces. 

Today, the foundation for 
three parking projects was 
laid, providing 465 parking 
spaces at a total cost of Rs 
90 crore. 

The second project is the 

Market, a Rs 15 Cr initiative 

that will renovate and mod-
ernise the oldest traditional 
indigenous market.

The plan is to create a 
more vibrant, functional, 
and accessible space that 

-
tomers, and tourists. 

The third project is the 
development of the Wards’s 
Lake Promenade. This in-
itiative will see the devel-
opment of a 1.2 km stretch 
opposite Ward’s Lake, fea-
turing a plaza, shops, vend-
ing zones, parking, and a 
restaurant. 

This infrastructure is ex-
pected to enhance the tourist 
experience, stimulate local 
business growth, and serve 
as a social hub for people to 
interact.

Ghali said that hospital 

its kind project under smart 
city mission and this will be 
operational by next week.

“The basic infrastructure 
has improved and people are 
actually appreciating all the 
projects what you have tak-
en” he said.

Redeveloped under 
Smart City Mission, the 
Mahatma Gandhi Park is 
a landmark lung space in 
Hubballi. Filled with large 
heritage trees and spread 
over a sprawling 7.42 hec-
tares, it is popularly known 
as Glass House, due to the 
presence of the grand glass 
house inside the park. (ANI)

Agra Smart City includes both medieval 
structures and modern systems 
From detecting stray cattle and clogged manholes to monitoring solid-waste disposal, the 
Agra Smart City is managed through a central command and control system that works 

A 
CCTV camera zooms 
in on a stray cow 
roaming the streets 

of Agra, in Uttar Pradesh. 
Immediately the system that 

-
gence’s (AI’s) pattern recog-
nition function captures that 
it is a cow, and an alert goes 
to a local animal ambulance 
that picks it up and deposits 
it at a gaushala (cow shelter).

-
olations, even sexual har-
assment — all this can be 
detected by the system em-
ployed by the Agra Smart 
City, spread over an area 
of 2,250 acres. This area is 
now being monitored 24x7 
by an Integrated Command 
and Control Centre (ICCC), 
set up eight months ago. 
The central control room, 
manned by 24 special-
ly trained employees, has 
a large number of visuals 
zooming in.

AI-powered

There are live updates of 
clogged manholes, waste 
collection from houses of 
the 2.5 lakh population, and 
vehicles illegally parked. AI 

protocols for detection of all 
of this and more.

with censors that can detect 

-
ing and need cleaning, and 
3,50,000 houses have been 
geo-tagged.

“There are results to 
show,” said G. Anand, Pro-
ject Planning and Manage-
ment Expert, Agra Smart 
City. For example, 836 stray 
cattle have been detected. 

to track more than 2,000 
black-listed and stolen vehi-
cles, and the police depart-
ment has been able to solve 
149 cases with the help of 
the system.

When the camera catches 
a person on a two-wheeler 
riding without a helmet for 
instance, a red circle appears 
on the screen, and this infor-
mation is automatically sent 
to the police.

The ICCC also controls 
the smart transport system, 

and environment sensors. AI 
adjusts the duration of traf-

depending on the vehicular 

The ICCC also has plans 
to integrate the monitoring 
and control of parking, street 
lighting, water meters, and 
grievance management, says 
Saurav Agrawal, chief data 

charge of the ICCC.

Smart city

Agra is one of the 22 cit-
ies which have been able 
to complete all projects un-
der the Smart City Mission, 
launched by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi in June 
2015. Some of the others are 
Varanasi, Chennai, and Bhu-
baneswar.

The city was selected to 
be turned into a smart city 
in 2017 in the second round. 
The total project cost of each 
city under the Smart Cities 

crore.

According to Mr Anand, 
Agra is the second city after 
Surat to be able to meet all 
the project deadlines.

Earlier this month, the Un-
ion Ministry of Housing and 

the second time, the SCM 
by a year until June 2024, as 
several cities are yet to com-
plete their projects.

The main objective of the 
SCM is to promote cities 
that provide core infrastruc-
ture, clean and sustainable 
environment, and give citi-
zens a decent quality of life 
through the application of 
“smart solutions”, meaning 
greater reliance on systems. 

It also aims to drive econom-
ic growth and improve qual-
ity of life through compre-
hensive work on the social, 
economic, physical, and in-
stitutional pillars of the city.

In Agra, the 19 projects 
under SCM include a vacu-
um-based sewerage system 
integrated with ICCC, Infor-
mation and Communication 
Technologies (ICT)-based 
solid waste management col-
lection monitoring through 
GPS tracking of vehicles 
and RFID tags, Smart Health 
Centres catering to the lo-
cal population, automated 
self-cleaning toilets and 
round the clock water supply 
with metered connections.

The catch, however, is 
that all the development 
work has been carried out in 
2,250 acres of land, which 
includes areas around the 
Taj Mahal and Tajganj area, 
Agra Fort and its vicinity, 
and Fatehabad Road, creat-
ing an oasis of sorts in the 
urban space. The rest of the 
city can choose to replicate 
this model or choose its own 
method of development, 
though some areas are being 
absorbed in the smart city 
ambit.

projects were enlisted and 
among them, 49 have been 
completed while 17 projects 
are still going on”, he added.

Citing some of the bigger 
projects, ASCL’s CEO said 
“An amount of Rs 51 crore 
has been sanctioned for four-
lane Airport road and target-
ed to complete by January 
2023. Another project work 
at the premises of Ujjayanta 
Palace is going on with the 

which will have Asia’s larg-
est fountain of 120 metres 
long with laser lights and 
expected to be completed by 

of MBB College lake has al-
ready started.”

Apart from this, Dr Ya-
dav said “The water-logging 
problem of Agartala city 
has been mitigated with in-

construction of 13 KMs long 
covered drains. Integrated 
Command Control Centre 
has been opened. Parks and 
Lakes have been renovated. 
Recently, the Haora River 
Front Development Project 
has started which will be 2 
KMs long and good for walk-
ing, cycling, running, etc.” 
He claimed that this meeting 
has been held to let the cit-
izens know what work has 
been done so far and what to 
be done in the coming days. 
This will boost up the public 
support for smooth continu-
ation of Smart City work in 
the capital city.

Taking the CLAF meet-
ing in social media handle, 

MoS Pratima Bhoumik said 
that the state and central 
governments are determined 
to beautify Agartala as a 
‘Smart City’. “As part of 
that, the full team meeting 
of the Advisory Committee 
was held on Tuesday. Agar-
tala city was brought under 
Smart City under the super-
vision of Venkaiah Naidu 
Ji, then Urban Development 
Minister. The work of Agar-
tala Smart City is progress-
ing at a fast pace with the ef-
forts of AMC Mayor Deepak 
Majumder, all councilors 

“As part of this, various 
parks in the heart of the city, 

the streets of the city are 

two major roads in Agarta-
la – one from the airport to 
Agartala city and the other 
from the city to Akhaura 
check post – are undergoing 
rapid upgrading. Besides, 
many other works are go-
ing on under the Smart City, 
including better quality bus 

-
nipukur. The water drainage 
system which is the main 
problem of Agartala city 
was also discussed in the 
meeting. Elbert Ekka Park 
has been developed under 
Agartala Smart City, which 
is a pride for everyone. The 

smart city in Agartala will 
continue in the coming days. 
Finally thanks to all the of-

beautiful”, she added.

Source:- Net Northeast Today
(06 Nov, 2022)
BY:- Abhijit Nath
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The Smart Cities Mission has set the precedent to liven 
up public spaces such as pavements, backlanes, etc  to 
make our cities more vibrant                    (18 MAR, 2019)

Mission Director Kunal Kumar speaking at German National Urban Development Congress at Stuttgart.                                             
                                                                                                                                                                               (16 SEP, 2019)  

of a COVID-19 patient                                   (06 APR, 2020)
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TRIHMS, Naharlagun 
gets Al-based Smart
Parking System

I
n a move that would ease 
parking woes of the peo-
ple and also help ease 

around Itanagar Capital Re-
gion (ICR), Chief Minister 
Pema Khandu on Sunday in-
augurated the fully automat-
ed Al Based Smart Parking 
System at TRIHMS in Na-
harlagun.

The project is a part of 
Itanagar’s Smart City Pro-
ject and has been built at the 
total cost of Rs. 27.42 Crore 
with inclusion of 5 years 
operation and maintenance 
cost.

Taking to X, CM Khandu 
wrote, “Happy to have inau-
gurated fully automated Al-
based Smart Parking System 

-
lagun, with increased capac-
ity to accommodate 72 years

Taking to X, CM Khan-
du wrote, “Happy to have 
inaugurated fully automat-
ed Al-based Smart Parking 

Naharlagun, with increased 

capacity to accommodate 
72 vehicles in 4 towers, a 
much-needed solution to 
Itanagar’s parking woes.”

“Technological interven-
tions are essential to enhance 
the ease of living in urban 
areas. Thanks for your kind 
presence Hon Min @Kam-
lung Mosang Ji, Hon Min 
@libang_alo Ji, Hon MLAS 
@Laisam_Simai Ji, Techi 
Kaso Ji, Itanagar Mayor @
tamephassangBJP Ji and 
other dignitaries”, he added.

The project has been de-
signed by South Korea 
based Engineers under Neu-
ros Intelligent Management 
System (NIMS) India.

Talking about the pro-
ject, NIMS’s Director of 
Marketing & Operation for 
North East Region, Kaku 
Israel Tamin said that Smart 
Parking System at TRIHMS 

country, and they plan to 
build more such projects in 
the future.

The project has been designed by South Korea 
based engineers working with Neuros Intelligent 
Management System (NIMS) India Pvt. Ltd.

The project may be one of the densest government networks in the country, 
which is not dependent on any other private service provider for data transfer, 

T
he Srinagar Smart 
City Limited (SSCL) 
will launch a 175-kilo-

cable (OFC) network by 
the end of June, which will 
overcome the digital con-
nectivity issues in the city 
and ensure smooth function-
ing of the Integrated Con-
trol and Command Centre 

of the matter.

With 960 million OFCS, 
the Srinagar Data Network 
of SDNet will be controlled 
from the ICCC—which is 
the brain for all Smart City 
IT-related interventions, 

“We often hear about a 
network shutdown due to 
maintenance work or other 
issues. But this is a robust 
network with multiple loops 
that will never stop data 
transfer. For storage, we 
have created our own data 
centres that will account for 

any amount of data for the 
next around 20 years. To 
further fortify the system, 
we are in talks with Jammu 
so that we can keep each 
other’s backup,” said Athar 
Aamir Khan, commissioner, 
Srinagar Municipal Corpo-
ration (SMC).

The project may be one of 
the densest government net-
works in the country, which 
is not dependent on any oth-
er private service provider 
for data transfer, adding a 
layer of security, said the 

-
tem will provide high-speed 
intranet services in the city.

network is glitch-proof with 
multiple layersfor redundan-
cy. This will ensure that the 
network never breaks down, 
even in cases where there is 
a mandated shutdown or jam 
in network due to security 

The OFC network has 
been laid underground for 
which two ducts were con-
structed throughout the city, 

the network spans across all 

critical public infrastructure 

The new system is expect-
ed to take care of the city’s 
data needs for the next two 
decades using the OFCs in-

spare duct is also in place 
where the OFCs can be add-
ed to accommodate future 
demand, without needing 
to dig up the roads all over 

“Under smart cities mis-
sion, every city chose to 
work on areas that it needed 
more emphasis on. Almost 
all of the 100 smart cities 
have set up an ICCC, but 
due to the unique situation 
of Srinagar, the SDNet is a 
critical aspect of the ICCC 
implementation and is prob-
ably going to be one of the 
most impactful projects,” 
said Rajeev Jain, addition-
al director general, media, 
Ministry of Housing and Ur-

“The project is about 
90% complete and is at 

other Smart City projects 
where transformation in the 
cityscape can be seen on 
ground, this is not visible. 
However, the SDNet is the 
key to managing every other 
project and has already been 
scaled for the entire city. It 
has the immense potential 
to integrate all data of the 
city from every department 
under one secure control 
centre,” said Anuj Malhotra, 
general manager, planning 
and urban development, 
SSCL.

To improve digital connectivity, the Srinagar Smart City Limited 

network by the end of June. 

Source:- Hindustan Times
(08 Jun, 2023)
By:- Snehil Sinha

Solar power, LED 
lights help CCMC 

year in power bills

C
O I M B A T O R E :   
The Coimbatore city 
municipal corpora-

tion has saved  around Rs 16 
crore in electricity bills each 
year since 2018, by using 

and harnessing solar power.

Commissioner M Prathap 
disclosed this information 
on Friday to a delegation 

ministry of housing and ur-

by additional director gen-
eral, PIB (M&C) Rajeev 
Jain, that inspected projects 
developed under the Smart 
City Projects.

Prathap told them that 
CCMC intends to ensure 
that all residents of Coim-
batore city, including the 
urban poor,  have access to 

-
-

poor enjoy free electricity 
up to 100 kWh after which 
slab-based charges apply, he 
said.

“In the last few years, 
CCMC has been saving a 
huge sum of money as well 
as energy after switching 

-
tems. We have been saving 
around Rs 10 crore per year 
in electricity charges after 
installing LED street lights 
in 2018. Around one  lakh 

Disaster mitigation via sensors in-
stalled across Himachal

conventional lights were 
replaced with smart LED 
street lights since 2018. 
Apart from that, the civic 
body has also been saving 
energy and money by in-
stalling solar power plants,” 
Prathap said.

As per CCMC sources, 
the use of renewable energy 
technologies has also helped 
reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions. By 2030, the city will 
have a substantial share of 
renewable energy in its en-
ergy mix. Towards this end, 
the CCMC has turned its at-
tention to harness solar ener-
gy to meet its demand.

Sources in the Smart City 
Projects mission said, “A 
total of 23,717 MW of elec-
tricity is saved every year 
by using solar power plants 
and LED lights. With this, 
the CCMC saves around Rs 
16.05 crore per year in elec-
tricity charges.  Currently, 
solar power plants are func-
tioning in Ukkadam Sewage 
Farm Premises (1 MW), 
Ukkadam old dump yard 
premises (3.6 MW), Kavun-
dampalayam old dump yard 
premises (1 MW) and roof-
top solar panels on munic-
ipal corporation buildings 
(0.625 MW).”

Further, Prathap said in-
stallation work of a 2-MW 
solar power plant in Ka-
vundampalayam and a 140 

plant in Ukkadam Periyaku-
lam is under way.

Source:- The Indian Express
(05 Aug, 2023)

The project may be one of the densest government networks in the country, 
which is not dependent on any other private service provider for data transfer, 

A
n integrated com-
mand and control 
centre (ICCC) set up 

here under the Smart Cities 
Mission will help the state 
handle incidents like the 
recent Manali-Chandigarh 
highway landslide through 

-
cials said on Sunday.

The sensors installed in 
areas prone to landslides and 

would be monitored at the 
ICCC for timely action, they 
said. The centre was likely 
to be fully operational soon, 
they said.

“It will be fully function-
al over the next 7-8 days 
and play an important role 
in disaster mitigation,” said 
Shimla Smart City Limited 
(SSCL) general manager 
Ajit Bhardwaj.

Last week, hundreds of 
commuters, including tour-
ists, remained stranded on 
the Manali-Chandigarh na-
tional highway in Mandi 
district for over 24 hours 

The 70-km Mandi-Pan-
doh-Kullu stretch of the 
highway was blocked at 
Khotinullah, near Aut, about 
40 km from Mandi town, 

the Mandi-Pandoh stretch 
was blocked near 6 Miles 
after a landslide.

The centre set up by the 
SSCL would also provide 
an end-to-end monitoring 
mechanism to bring together 
17 departments on a single 
platform and integrate com-
munication capabilities and 
increase cyber protection, 
said Rajiv Jain, spokesper-
son of the Ministry of Hous-

The state has two ICCCs 
(at Shimla and Dharamsa-
la) set up under the “Smart 
Cities Mission” of the Union 
Government.

“The sensors to detect 

have been placed across the 
state and these will be mon-
itored through the ICCC for 
a timely response in case 
of such eventualities,” said 
Andraiz Ahmed, project 
manager of Queantela Tech-
nology, system integrator 
roped in by SSCL.

The Shimla ICCC has 15 

workstations equipped with 
45 terminals. The ICCC also 
has a data centre. The two 
ICCCs will also deploy two 
drones each for monitoring 
and getting live feed for pur-

management, Ahmed said.

-
tricts of the state would be 
integrated with the ICCCs 
later for disaster manage-
ment and other purposes.

In Shimla city, 250 CCTV 

management will also be 
integrated with the ICCC. 
An environment sensor at 
the Mall Road monitors the 
level of air quality for nec-
essary action by the city au-
thorities, they added. — PTI

Command centre to 

landslides
The 34 sensors installed in 

areas prone to landslides and 

will be monitored at the 
Shimla integrated command 
and control centre (ICCC) 
for timely action. According 
to Shimla Smart City Limit-
ed (SSCL) general manager 
Ajit Bhardwaj, the centre 
will be fully functional over 
the next 7-8 days and play 
an important role in disaster 
mitigation. The centre set 
up by the SSCL would also 
provide an end-to-end mon-
itoring mechanism to bring 
together 17 departments on 
a single platform Himachal 
Pradesh has two ICCCs (at 
Shimla and Dharamsala) set 
up under the “Smart Cities 
Mission” of the Union Gov-
ernment

Source:- The Tribune
(03 Jul, 2023)

A landslide blocks a road near Mandi.

Bhopal: Gwalior Joins UNESCO‘s Creative 
Cities Network As ‘Music City’
Source:- FREE PRESS
JOURNAL
(01 Nov, 2023)

B
hopal (Madhya 
Pradesh): UNESCO 
has included Gwalior 

as the city of Music under 
the Creative Cities Network 
(UCCN). Fifty-five new cit-
ies from all over the globe 
joined the UCCN. The pro-
ject was led by Madhya 
Pradesh Tourism Board in 
cooperation with the Munic-
ipal Corporation of Gwalior, 
Gwalior Smart City Devel-
opment Corporation Limit-
ed, Raja Mansingh Tomar 
Music & Arts University, 

music artists and other 
stakeholders. The Network 
now includes 350 cities in 

over one hundred countries, 
representing seven creative 
fields: Crafts and Folk Art, 

Design, Film, Gastronomy, 
Literature, Media Arts and 
Music.

Continuous efforts have 
been made including multi-
ple stakeholder consulta-
tions and a dedicated feasi-
bility study of the city since 
2019 to map the potential 
for UCCN membership fol-
lowed by the drafting of the 
application. Gwalior serves 
as an exemplary example of 
living cultural heritage and 
it houses one of the biggest 
annual music festivals of In-
dia - The Tansen Sangeet 
Samaroh to celebrate the 
rich culture of Madhya 
Pradesh. Principal Secretary 
Tourism and Culture De-
partment Sheo Shekhar 
Shukla said, “it is definitely 
a big shot in the arm which 
goes a long way to tell the 
whole world about the cul-
tural richness of Madhya 
Pradesh. It is great to hear 
the news on MP Foundation 
Day,” he said.    
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Smart cities with a smarter education system creating smarter citizens and smarter 
communities is need of the hour Project                              (15 JUL, 2019)

Gwalior ICCC functioning as Control Room for 
COVID-19                                                   (16 MAR, 2020)             
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Amit Shah to Grace
Riverfront Viewpoint
Inauguration in
Guwahati Smart City

T
he Brahmaputra Riv-
erfront viewpoint in 
Guwahati is all set 

for its grand inauguration, 

in the city’s urban develop-
ment. Spearheaded by the 
Guwahati Smart City Devel-
opment Limited, this pro-
ject promises to transform 
the riverfront with various 
amenities. The project, with 
an estimated budget of Rs 

a picturesque destination 

national and international 
prominence.

The much-anticipated 
Brahmaputra Riverfront 
viewpoint in Guwahati’s 
Panbazaar is all set to wel-
come visitors with its grand 
inauguration scheduled for 
January 20. This landmark 
event will be graced by Un-
ion Home Minister Amit 

milestone in the city’s devel-
opment. The announcement 
came from Assam’s Minis-
ter for Housing and Urban 

recently inspected the site at 
the Old Bungalow premises 
of the Guwahati Commis-
sioner of Police.

A Glimpse of the Ma-
jestic Brahmaputra 

During his visit, Minister 
Singhal was impressed with 
the project’s advancement 
and took to social media to 
share the stunning visuals of 

The images showcased the 
breathtaking views of the 
mighty Brahmaputra, giving 
the public a preview of what 
to expect from the riverfront 
viewpoint. Singhal’s post, 
featuring the serene waters 
and the enhanced surround-
ings, has elevated the ex-
citement for the upcoming 
inauguration.

The Brahmaputra Riv-
erfront Project: 

A Transformative Make-
over Spearheaded by the 
Guwahati Smart City Devel-
opment Limited, the Brah-
maputra Riverfront Project 
is on a steadfast path to com-
pletion by March this year. 

Spanning a stretch of 1,200 
meters from the old DC 
Bungalow to Kacharighat, 
the project promises to 
transform the face of the riv-
erfront. It boasts a variety of 
amenities including parks, 
seating areas, refreshment 
points, and spaces dedicated 
to cultural programmes, all 
designed to enhance the ur-
ban appeal and provide lei-
sure facilities to the public.

Cultural Importance The 
Chief Minister of Assam, on 
his visit to the site in October 
2022, highlighted Guwaha-
ti’s strategic importance as a 
pivotal connection between 
India and Southeast Asia. He 
emphasized the necessity of 

-
nence both nationally and 
internationally. The river-
front development, situated 
on the southern bank of the 
Brahmaputra River within 
Guwahati’s central business 
district, is an essential part 
of showcasing the city’s her-
itage and future prospects. 
With an estimated budget of 
Rs 370 crore, the Brahmapu-
tra Riverfront Development 
Project stands as a testament 
to the commitment towards 
enhancing Guwahati’s urban 
infrastructure and aesthet-
ics. As residents of Guwa-
hati and visitors alike await 
the formal opening of the 
riverfront, there is a palpa-
ble sense of anticipation for 
the new chapter this project 
will write in the city’s his-
tory. The inauguration not 
only promises a picturesque 

a leap forward in urban de-
velopment, melding natural 
beauty with cultural 
vibrancy.
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Bilaspur News: 

Atal Museum in Gwalior: 

Ajmer: 
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in focus
France Announces EUR 100 Million Loan 
to Support India’s Smart Cities Mission

India’s tech stance to climate solutions: The 
Smart Cities Mission’s resolve to attain net zero

The French Government Has Announced A Package Of A 100 Million Euro Loan Agreement Between 
The French Development Agency (Afd) And The Government Of India To Support The Latter’s Innova-
tive Flagship Smart Cities Mission.

100-million-euro loan agreement between the French Development Agency (AFD) and the Government of India. Photo Courtesy: French Embas-
sy In India website.
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Source:- Open Gov Asia
(04 Dec, 2023)
By:- Samaya Dharmaraj

Source:- Connected To India
(03 Nov, 2023)

The Smart Cities Mission has supported the resolve to attain net zero emissions by 2070. Various projects 
under the mission are built on the principle of giving back to the environment and dealing with pollution 

I
ndia’s commitment to 
reducing emission inten-
sity stands as a testament 

to its proactive approach 
towards combating climate 
change. Initially setting an 
ambitious target of 33-35% 
reduction by 2030, India’s 
remarkable progress in this 
endeavour has surpassed 
expectations. By achieving 
a 33% reduction in emis-
sion intensity of GDP by 
2019, the nation has not only 
showcased its dedication but 
has also demonstrated tangi-
ble results ahead of sched-
ule.

Ms Nandan highlighted 

scale up climate ambitions, 
acknowledging the global 
need for more substantial 
action to combat climate 
change. She underscored In-
dia’s dual focus on econom-
ic growth and environmental 

through initiatives like the 
India Cooling Action Plan 
(ICAP).

Highlighting the impor-
tance of research into cool-

ing technologies suitable for 
Indian climatic conditions, 
the Secretary emphasised 
the need for industry collab-
oration to expedite the adop-
tion and scaling up of these 
advancements.

“India needs to bolster 
-

ants that would be most ap-
propriate to Indian climatic 
conditions,” Ms Nandan was 
quoted as saying.

India’s approach, she 
stressed, is centred on re-
sponsible and sustainable 
growth, setting the narrative 
for responsible economic 
expansion while maintain-
ing ecological balance. The 
government’s commitment 
to implementing pioneering 
solutions was highlighted, 
inviting industry stakehold-
ers to join in making India 
a global leader in cooling 
technologies.

The event also show-
cased India’s achievements 
in meeting targets under the 
Montreal Protocol, particu-
larly in creating a sustainable 
cooling ecosystem, essential 
for environmental stability. 
Integrated approaches were 
prioritised to achieve sus-
tainable cooling across var-
ious sectors, such as residen-

tial, commercial, cold-chain, 
and transport, anticipating 
increased cooling demands 
with the country’s economic 
growth.

India’s proactive meas-
ures, such as the phase-out 
of ozone-depleting substanc-
es like HCFCs well ahead of 
Montreal Protocol sched-
ules, were highlighted. The 
country has been a pioneer 
in adopting non-Ozone De-
pleting Substances and low 
Global Warming Potential 
technologies, demonstrating 
its commitment to environ-
mental preservation.

Additionally, the session 
included insights from in-
dustries and implementing 
agencies like UNDP, UNEP, 
and GIZ, emphasising col-

-
cess of initiatives under the 
Montreal Protocol.

The comprehensive ap-
proach outlined during the 
event underscores India’s 
technological advance-
ments, collaborative spirit, 
and unwavering commit-
ment to sustainable cooling, 
positioning the nation as a 
trailblazer in climate-con-
scious technological solu-
tions.

In India, the aspirations 

M
inister of State 
for Development, 
Francophonie and 

International Partnerships 
of France Chrysoula Zach-
aropoulou announced the 
loan agreement on Tuesday 
(October 31, 2023).

“This loan supports In-

Smart Cities Mission and 
builds on the CITIIS 1 pro-

the European Union and 
-

-
-

CITIIS 1.0 programme, 
launched in 2018, has to 

projects, supporting them 
to build capacity and imple-
ment innovative solutions 
for sustainable mobility, 
public open spaces, urban 
e-governance and ICT, and 

social and organisational in-
novation in low-income set-
tlements.

From climate-oriented 
designs, participation of 
urban local bodies and citi-
zens, management of envi-
ronmental and social risks to 
ensuring social inclusion, the 
project supports India’s path 
to urban sustainability. The 
European Union has provid-
ed technical support to the 
CITIIS 1.0 programme with 
a contribution of 6 million 
euros.

“The second edition now 
focuses on circular econ-

on the same successful ap-

-

As recalled by Hard-
eep Singh Puri, Minister of 

Indian cities are facing the 

growing challenge of solid 
waste management: 62 mil-
lion tons of municipal solid 
waste are generated every 

-
ure will go up to 165 mil-
lion tons per year by 2030. 
The Government of India is 
supporting ambitious invest-
ments for the proper collec-
tion, segregation, recycling 
and treatment of such vol-
umes of waste, in which the 
private sector, too, has a role 
to play.

-
-

-
able cities in India. The in-
novative CITIIS approach 

and environmental impact 

economic opportunities and 
positive social impact on cit-

“This project is also em-
blematic of how the Europe-

Gateway strategy can sup-
port key partners, such as In-
dia, in reconciling economic 
development with environ-
ment protection while build-
ing the infrastructure of to-
morrow,” added the French 
minister.

Seppo Nurmi, Chargé 

of the EU, said, “For both 
EU and India, cities are the 
engine of growth but need 
to adapt sustainable models 
to be able to address climate 
change and environmental 
challenges. This project ad-
dresses that precisely, with 
the EU mobilising invest-
ments from Team Europe for 
a transformational impact. 
The EU is happy to continue 
providing technical support 
to Indian cities in their jour-
ney to become self-reliant 
and future ready.”

He added, “India is a key 
partner for us under Global 
Gateway Strategy and CITI-
IS 2.0 is yet another project 
that highlights our mutual 
commitment to build sus-
tainable and trusted infra-
structure.”

Smart Cities Mission Has 
Nurtured Young Innovators Across 
Departments: Sh. Hardeep S . Puri

Source:- The Economic Times
(15 Mar, 2023)
By:- Ajay Kumar Shukla

“The youth is encouraged through various initiatives, to provide ‘out of the 
box’ solutions to help promote ease of living for India’s urban population.”

U
nion minister for 
Housing &amp; Ur-

Tuesday said that Smart Cit-
ies Mission has nurtured the 
role of the youth in leading 
innovations across govern-
ment departments.

While speaking at the  Na-
tional Youth Conclave 2023, 
Puri said that the youth is 
encouraged through various 
initiatives, to provide ‘out 
of the box’ solutions to help 
promote ease of living for 
India’s urban population.

“India’s vast youth pop-
ulation is a powerhouse of 
talent, innovation &amp; 
ideas. Catalysts of change, 
the future, &amp; indeed 
the present belongs to youth, 
particularly in #AmritKaal. 
Interacted with a vibrant 
gathering at National Youth 
Conclave - an Alliance be-
tween Y20 &amp; U20,” 
Puri tweeted.

According to Puri, about 
Rs 90,000 crore is current-
ly being shelled out by the 
Union government annu-
ally on youth development 
programmes. “Explosion of 
start-ups in the country is 

a testament to the entrepre-
neurial culture that the youth 
of the country have inspired 
in recent years,” Puri said, 
adding that India would be 
a world leader in all respects 
by 2047 due to the youth 
dividend.

While speaking on the 
growing clout of Indian 
youth in smart city innova-

Ravi Mittal, District Magis-
trate, Jashpur, Chhattisgarh 
told ETGovernment that 
there was an urgent need to 
widen the youth connect to 
drive further innovations in 
the smart cities of future.

“India is a young coun-
try—majority of our citizens 
are young. The involve-
ment of youth is critical 
for achieving the agenda of 
making our cities smart. I 
believe that the community 
is the cavalry and the youth 
are the warriors. It is the 
youth who will win the bat-
tle for developing smart cit-
ies across the country.”

According to Mittal, new 
technology innovations were 
vital for bringing communi-
ty based solutions for future 
smart cities. He maintained 
that unless the entire com-
munity was involved in cre-
ation of the infrastructure 

and systems for smart cities 
such projects would not be 
feasible.

“The youth are the driv-
ing force of our communi-
ty. Once they get involved, 
the objective of developing 
smart cities, where quality 
of life is enhanced by world 
class digital and physical in-
frastructure, will become a 
simple task,,” Mittal said.

While responding about 
key government initiatives 
under the Urban Learning 
Internship Programme (TU-
LIP) and the India Smart 
Cities Fellowship Pro-
gramme (ISCF) that have 
enhanced the professional 
development and employ-
ability of youth, Puri said 

the youth, targeted learning 
and collaboration opportuni-
ties, and have enhanced their 
professional development 
and employability.

“TULIP has pioneered 
similar interventions in oth-
er Central government min-
istries and departments, and 
is facilitating the exchange 
of innovative ideas across 
government machinery… 
This transformative expan-
sion would allow for an 
unprecedented explosion in 
innovation,” Puri said.

IUDX and IIIT
Hyderabad Join 
Forces to 
Revolutionise 
Data Exchange 
for Smart Cities
Source:- TSmart State India
(08 Dec 2023)
By:- Smart State India

T
he India Urban 
Data Exchange 
(IUDX)  Programme, 

a pioneering initiative dedi-
cated to leveraging data for 
the betterment of society, is 
proud to announce a collab-
oration with the Smart City 
Research Centre at the 

International In-
stitute of Information 
Technology Hyderabad 
(IIIT-H).

IUDX, an initiative aimed 
at fostering data exchange 
and promoting the idea of 
data-driven cities, is driven 
by a cutting-edge, open-
source software platform 
at its core. This platform is 
designed to facilitate the se-
cure sharing of non-personal 
data between data providers 
(smart city administrations, 
government departments, 
municipal bodies) and data 
consumers (application de-
velopers) to create inno-
vative services and unlock 
substantial value.

The Smart City Research 
Centre at IIIT-H, support-
ed by the Government of 
India’s MEITY, the Smart 
Cities Mission, and the Gov-
ernment of Telangana, has 
joined forces with IUDX to 
facilitate the seamless ex-
change of data.

Real-World Testing 
and Transformative 
Achievements

The concepts presented 
in this collaboration have 
undergone rigorous re-
al-world testing and have 
yielded transformative re-

between IIIT-H and IUDX 
has successfully developed, 
tested, and transformed the 
concept of a distributed Re-
source Server. IUDX adopts 

a centralised approach for 
two of its three main com-
ponents i.e. Catalogue Serv-
er (to discover datasets) 
and Authorization Server 
(consent management), 
but allows Resource Serv-
er (data access services) to 
operate in both centralised 
and distributed manner. This 

understanding of the practi-
cal challenges faced in the 

-
ers to create innovative ser-

value.

Introducing the Re-
source Server Proxy

To meet IUDX standards, 
an external resource serv-

rules for accessing resourc-
es. It also has to respect the 
access rules set by the data 
provider. IUDX has a help-
ful framework called the 
‘Resource Server Proxy’ 
which makes it easier to 
connect external data sourc-
es to the system. This frame-

is shared, making integra-
tion much simpler and helps 
an outside source (which is 
not originally IUDX com-
patible) to work smoothly 
with IUDX.

IIIT-H has helped to de-
velop and extensively test 
a Resource Server Proxy to 
facilitate this approach of 
data sharing.

Future Collaborations 

The collaboration be-
tween IUDX and IIIT-Hy-
derabad promises to revo-
lutionise data exchange for 

organisations and society at 
large. This partnership aims 
to drive innovation, foster 
data-driven cities, and pro-
mote secure, controlled data 
sharing.

President Droupadi 
Murmu Presents Smart City 
Award In Indore, Sets Time 
Frame For Sustainable 
Development Goals

President Droupadi Murmu presents Smart City Award in Indore, sets time frame for Sustainable 
Development Goals

Source:- APAC News Network, (28 Sep, 2023)

I
ndore: President Drou-
padi Murmu, while at-
tending the Smart Cities 

Conclave 2023 in Indore, 
Madhya Pradesh, empha-
sised the need to achieve the 
Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) within a spec-

-
ident made these remarks 
during the awards ceremony 
for the winners of the India 
Smart Cities Award contest 
2022.

President Murmu stressed 
on the crucial role of lo-
cal-level participation for 
the successful implementa-
tion of the SDGs. She com-
mended cities like Indore for 

involvement, resulting in 
cleaner and greener urban 
environments.

Furthermore, President 
Murmu pitched for greater 

safety in all cities, acknowl-
edging that various parts of 
the country have already 
seen progress.

Union Urban and Hous-

Singh Puri also addressed 
the gathering, highlighting 
that the Smart Cities Mis-

sion is a vision of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi that 
aims to forward the entire 
nation’s development. De-
spite the challenges posed 
by the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, Minister Puri highlighted 
the program’s commendable 
performance.

Minister Puri emphasised 
that the Smart Cities Mis-
sion is an important element 
of India’s ambition to attain 
developed country status 
by 2047. He noted that the 
initiative has spurred inno-
vation in urban ecosystems, 
encouraging the building of 
essential infrastructure, and 
enhanced services in India’s 
100 largest cities.

Chief Minister of Madhya 
Pradesh, Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan, emphasised the 
necessity of public participa-
tion to make cities smart and 
clean. He called for healthy 
competition among cities 
within Madhya Pradesh to 
achieve cleanliness.

Indore was awarded with 
the title of the best ‘National 
Smart City’, for its exempla-
ry performance in the Smart 
Cities Mission, especially in 
sanitation, urban environ-

ment and water categories in 
the nation. Minister Puri also 
mentioned “Chappan Du-
kan”, the smart street food 
market, as Indore’s pride.

The second and third po-
sitions were occupied Su-
rat and Agra respectively. 
Madhya Pradesh was award-
ed ‘Best State Award’, with 
Tamil Nadu at second place. 
Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh 
shared the third spot. Under 

were 66 winners – 35 in Pro-
ject award, six in Innovation 
award, 13 in National/Zonal 

Award and seven in Partner 
Award categories.

Coimbatore secured the 
top position in the built envi-
ronment category, while Ah-
medabad won for the culture 
and Integrated Command 
and Control Centre (ICCC) 
domain. Jabalpur led the 
economy category, while 
Chandigarh excelled in gov-
ernance and mobility. Va-
dodara was acknowledged in 
the social aspects category, 
Hubbali Dharwad in the in-
novative ideas category, and 
Surat won the Covid innova-
tion category.

for sustainability transcend 
mere good ideals – they 
are embedded into the fab-
ric of a visionary roadmap, 
ambitions designed to har-
ness technology’s immense 
potential. This merging of 
innovation and environ-

the nation’s commitment to 

sustainable development.

Through a multifacet-
ed approach, India seeks to 
leverage technological ad-
vancements to address criti-
cal sustainability challenges. 
From renewable energy ini-
tiatives and smart city devel-
opment to the conservation 
of biodiversity and the adop-
tion of eco-friendly practic-
es in industries, the nation 
aims to create a blueprint 
where progress harmonizes 
with the planet’s well-being.

OpenGov Asia reported 

towards technological inno-
vation and sustainable de-
velopment, the Department 

-
search (DSIR) and The En-
ergy and Resources Institute 
(TERI) have joined forces 
to revolutionise India’s con-
struction and wastewater 
treatment sectors.

This pioneering collabo-
ration under the “Access to 
Knowledge for Technology 
Development and Dissem-
ination (A2K+) Studies” 
Scheme of DSIR is aimed at 
aligning with India’s Smart 
Cities Mission and its ambi-
tious commitment to achiev-
ing net-zero emissions by 
2070.

DSIR’s allocation of two 
crucial research studies to 

in bridging the information-
al gap on advanced building 
materials, designs for energy 

-
ment of membrane-based 
sewage wastewater treat-
ment systems for reuse and 
recycling.
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-
cantly improved infrastruc-
ture, governance, and green 
spaces. Citizens have warm-
ly welcomed the holistic de-
velopment of their city.

Q2. What are the cur-
rent challenges of Saha-
ranpur as a city? 

Saharanpur is a unique 
district surrounded by the 
Shivalik hills on three sides 
and rich in natural green 
spaces. To preserve the 
city’s natural environment 
and air quality, few projects 
were selected that would 

However, the city’s low-ly-
ing terrain poses a major 
challenge, with 40 percent 
of the area experiencing wa-
terlogging during the mon-
soons and pre-monsoons. 
The outdated stormwater 
drainage system lacks con-
nectivity between natural 
and rainwater catchment 
areas.

a lack of a comprehensive 
sewerage system, with open 
drains leading to rivers, 
causing wastewater to mix 
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    Q1. Kindly tell us about 
the journey of Saharanpur 
Smart City since its selec-
tion in Jan 2018.  

Saharanpur Smart City 

round of the Mission in 
-

ject focused on solid waste 
management. Since then, we 
have undertaken 105 pro-
jects with a budget of 980 
crores, equally funded by 
the state.

Saharanpur has initiated 
various projects in WASH, 
transportation and urban 
mobility, safety and surveil-
lance, vibrant public spaces, 
and responsive governance. 

Sh. Kunal Kumar
( Joint Secretary and Mission Director, Smart Cities 

Sh. Jitendar Kumar Mehan 
Director (Smart Cities Mission), Ministry of Housing 

Sh. Sanjay Gupta
Director (Smart Cities Mission), Ministry of Housing 

Under Secretary, Ministry of Housing and Urban 

Sabak Lal Prasad, Priyaranjan Verma,

Jagdish Chandra Upreti

Smart Cities Mission 
Management Unit, 

Vikash Chandra (Team Leader), Dinesh Harode, 

Rupesh Chopra, Siddharth Barpanda, Vishnu Pandey, 

Jaipal Daksh, Dipyaman Sinha, Swanya Singh, Rashi 

Mathur, Chaitanya Singh, Amit Kumar Sharma

Meet the team @ MoHUAIn Conversation with CEO, Saharanpur Smart City
with river water and even-

River. The NGT and CPCB 
have raised serious concerns 
about this issue. Mobili-
ty and urban transport also 
needed improvement, which 
were addressed under the 
Smart Cities Mission. We 

in a potential second phase 
of the mission.

Q3. How has the Smart 
Cities Mission helped ad-
dress these challenges? 

We are working on 18 
road projects that are also 
part of the sewer devel-
opment program. Sewage 
from low-lying areas will be 

connected to the city’s up-
coming STP. Sewage from 
residential and commercial 
areas will be transported 
using IPS for treatment, re-
ducing water pollution by 
mixing treated water with 
natural rivers.

In urban mobility, we 
have fully commissioned 
the ICCC and ITMS. The 

police, RTO, and road trans-
port unions has improved 
city transport. Urban mobili-

in recent years, and the com-
pletion of road projects, 

Sanjay Chauhan
CEO, Saharanpur Smart City

footpaths, and service roads 
will further enhance the 
city’s transport. The public 
appreciates these projects, 
as they alleviate congestion, 
particularly in central urban 
areas connecting important 

Q4. Please share some 
unique projects developed 
by Saharanpur Smart city? 

 Saharanpur Smart City 
has worked to boost the 
sports sector and we have 
developed an integrated 
sports complex with a gym, 
a badminton court, bet-
ter swimming facilities, a 

weight training center, and 
a yoga area. Citizens throng 
the center in thousands to 
avail these facilities. I, too, 

of this project.

Additionally, there is a 
religious pond which is vis-
ited by devotees from the 
city and surrounding rural 
areas. We have started the 
development of the same to 
make it more accessible and 
clean and aim to redevelop 
the pond as a tourist spot, 
catering to both urban and 
rural populations. 

Eat Right Challenge

Placemaking Marathon

Project: Public Bicycle Sharing,
Bhopal

Project: MR4 Road,
Jabalpur

Project: Majhi Bus Service, 
Aurangabad

Project: Public Bicycle Sharing,
Ahmedabad

Streets of People

Transport 4 All

Placemaking Marathon

Publication

Cycles 4 Change
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Project: LED Street lights, Pune
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Common Mobility Card,
Surat

Public Bicycle Sharing,
Bhopal

Central Transport Hub,
Vadodara

Automated material recovery facility for dry municipal waste,
Indore

LED Street lights,
Pune

Tertiary Water Treatment Plant,
Surat 

Smart Semi-Underground Dustbins, 
Dharamshala

Intelligent Traffic Management System, Kalyan-Dom-
bivali

Monitoring through ICCC,
 Gwalior

Traffic Management,
Vadodara

Citilink Mobile App for Bus Route Plan-
ner, Surat

Climate disasters monitoring through ICCC, SuratTunga Riverfront 
Shivamogga

All Ability Park, VishakhapatnamDevelopments along Dal Lake,
Srinagar

Sadar Manzil renovation,
Bhopal

Smart Education,
Tumakuru

Health ATMs,
Lucknow

Social Equity Center,
Bhubaneswar

Chappan Dukan,
 Indore

Women Self Help Group Centre, Agra B-Nest Co-Working Space,
Bhopal
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